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PREFACE 

H E publiſhing a few Sermons, whilſt J live, 

the latent of which dus preached above Eight 

| Tears ſince, and the fir#f above Seventeen, will 

make it very natural for People to inquire into the 

Occaſion of doing ſo : And to ſuch I do very willingly 
aſſien theſe following Reaſons, 

Firſt, From the Obſervations I have been able to 
make, for theſe many Years la#t pat, upon our pub. 
lick Affairs; and from the natural Tendency of ſeve- 
ral Principles and Praftices, that have, of late, been 
ſftudiouſly revived, and from what has followed there- 
7275 I could not help both fearing and preſaging, that 
theſe Nations would, ſome Time or other, if ever wwe 
ſhould have an enterprizing Prince upon the Throne, 
of more Amhitioh than Virtue, Juſtice, and true Ho- 
nour, fa'l into the Way of all other Nations, and loſe 
their Liberty. : 

Nor could I help foreſeeing to whoſe Charge a great 
deal of thu dreadful Miſchief, whenever it ſhould hat- 
pen, would be laid, whether juſtly or unjuſtly was 
not my Buſineſs to determine; but I reſolved, for my 
own particular Part, to deliver my ſelf, as well 0 T 
could, from the Reproaches and the Curſes of Poſterity,. 
by publickly declaring to all the World, that altho'tn 
the conſtant Courſe of my Miniſtry, 1 have never 
failed, on r to recommend, urge, and 
in ſiſt upon, the loving, honouring, and the reuerenciug 
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PREFACE 
the Prince's Perſon, and holding it, according to the 
Laws, invio'able and ſacred, and paying all Obedience 
and Subm:ſſion to the Laws, tho' never ſo hard and 
inconvenient tn private People: Yet did I never think 
my ſelf at Liberty, or authorized, to tell the People, 
tat either Chriſt, St. Peter, or- St. Paul, or any o- 
ther holy Writer, had, by any Doctrine delivered by 
them, ſubverted the Laws and Conſtitutions of the 
Country, in which they lived ; or pur them in a worſe 
Condition, with reſpett to their civil Liberties, than 
they would have been, had they not been Chriſtians, 
I ever thought it a mo#t impions Blaſphemy again## 
that Holy Religion, to father any thing upon it, that 
m17ht encourage Tyranny, Oppreſſion, or Injuſtice, iu 
2 Prizee ;” or that raji'y tended to make a free, and 
happy Pol, Slaves, and miſerable. 
may make themſelves as wretched as they will; but 
let nor God be called into that wicked Party. 
 Ferer, and Prolence, and hard Neceſſicy, have brought 
the Ha k of Servitude uon a Peejles Neck, Religion 
will ſuptly them with a fatient and ſubmiſſive Spirit 
ly fake it off : But 


This always ab., 


unden it, till they can innocent 
. certain'y Religion never puts it on. 
and this at preſent is, my Judgment of theſe Matters: 
And I would be tranſmitted to Poſterity ( for the little 

- Share of Time ſuch Names as mine can live) under 
the Charafter of one who loved his Country, and would 

be thought a good Engliſhman, us well as a good 

Clergyman. | 
This Charafer I th 


reached in a 


of nothing elſe 


No: 


Manner of Deſigu of making them publick: And. 


Peo 
Wh 


e 
u 
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ouzht would be tranſmitted, by 
the following Sermons, which were made for, and 
rivare Audience, when I could think. 
ut doing my Duty on the Occaſions that 
were then offered by God's Providence, withoud any 


for 


that 
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that Reaſon, x now, as they were then de- 
livered. By which I hope to ſatisfie thoſe People h 
have objefled a Change of Principles to Me, us if I 


Were not now the ſame Man I formerly was. L never 


had bur one Opinion of theſe Matters; and that I 
think 5 ſo reaſonable and well grounded, that I be- 
lieve I never can have any other. 

Another Reaſon of my publiſhing theſe Sermons, at 
this time, , that I have a Mind to do my ſelf ſome 
Honour, by doing what Honour I could to the Memory 
of tevo moſt excellent Princes, and who have very high-- 
ly deſerved at the Hands of all the People of theſe Do- 
minions, ho have any true Spy b- the Proteſtant 
Religion andthe Conſtitution of the Engliſh Go- 
vernment, of «which they were the great Deliverers,, 
and Defenders. I have lived to ſee their illuſtrious 
Names very rudely handled, and the great Benefits 
they did this Nation, treated ſlightly and contemptuous- 
ly. I have lived to ſee our Deliverance from Arbitra- 
ry Power, and Popery, traduced and vilified hy ſome 


who formerly thought it eu their greateſi Merit, and 


made it Part of their Boat and Glory, to have had a 
little Hand and Share in bringing it about: And others 
who, without it, muſt have lived in Exile, Poverty, 
and Miſery, meanly diſclaiming it, and uſing ill the 
Glorious Inſtrument thereof. Mho could expect ſuch: 
a Requital of ſuch Merit? I have, I own it, an 
Ambition of exempting my ſelf from the Number of 
unthankful People. And as I loved and honoured: 
thoſe great Princes living, and lamented over them 


ephen dead, ſo I would gladly raiſe them'up a Mon- 


ment of Praiſe, as laſting as any Thing of mine can be 5; 


and I chooſe to do it at thu Time; when it s ſo unſaſbi- | 


onable à Thing to ſpeak honourably of, them... | 
A 73; The 


nn 
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The: Sermon that ww. preached up the Duke 
of Glouceſter's Death, was printed quickly: after, 
and 1 now, becauſe the Subject wa ſo ſuitable, 
jayned to the others. The, Loſi of that mo# 
promiſing and hopeful Prince w.u, at that Time, 1 ſaw, 
unſpeakably great; and many Accidents ſince have 
convinced us, that it could not have been over-valued, 
That precious Life,. had it pleaſed God to have prolong- 
ed it to the uſual Space, had ſaved us many Fears, and 
Jealouſtes, and dark Diſtruſts, and prevented many 
Alarms, that have long kept us, and will keep us ſtill, 
evaking and uneaſy. Nothing remained to comfort and 
ſupport us, under this heavy Stroke, but the Neceſſity 
it brought the King and Nation under, of ſettling the 
Succeſſion in the Houſe of HAN OVER, and giving it 
an Hereditary Right, by Act of Parliament, 4 
long us it continues Proteſtant. So much Good did 
God, in hu merciful Providence, produce from a Miſ- 
fortune, which we could never otherwiſe have ſuffict- 
ently depl ored. ä 

The fourth Sermon evaas preached upon the Queen's 
Acceſſionto the Throne, and in the fir#t Year in which 
that Day cuus ſolemnly obſerved (for by ſome Acciv 
dent or other, it had been over-looked the Year before 
and every one will ſer, without the Date of it, that it 
was preached very arly in this Reign, ſince I was 
able. only. to promiſe and preſage its future Glories 
and Succeſſes, fr m the good Appearances of Things, 
and the happy Turn our Affairs began to tale; and 
could not then count up the Viflories and Triumphs 
that, for ſven Years aſter, made it, in the Prophets 
Language, a Name, and a Praiſe among all the 
Peopl of the Earth. Never did ſeven ſuch Years 
together aſs over the Head of any Engliſh Monarch, 
nor cover it with ſo much Honour: The Crown and: 
Sceptre 


* 
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Sceptre ſeemed to be the Queen's lea Ornaments. 
Thoſe, other Princes wore in common with her: And 
Her great Perſonal Virtues were the ſame before, and 


ſince. But ſuch cv. the Fame of Her Adminiſtration 


-4 Afairs at home; ſuch aus the Reputation of Her 
Wiſdom and Felicity in chooſing Miniſters 5 and ſuch 
was then eſteemed their Faithfulneſs and Zeat, their. 
Diligence and great © Abilities in executing Her Com- 
mands: To ſuch a Height of military Glory did Her 
Great General and Her Armies carry the Britiſh 
Name abroad : Such was the Harmony and Concord 

berwixt Her and Her Allies: And ſuch was the Bleſ. 


ſing of God upon all Her Councels and Uuderta hing 


that I am as ſure as Hiſtory can male me, no Prince 
of Ours was ever yet ſo proſperons and ſucceſ5ful,: ſo 
70 eſteenied, La fe gr by . 2 
their Friends, nor near ſo formidable to their Enemies. 
Ve were, as all the World imagined then, jut entring 
on the Ways that promiſed to lead to ſuch a. Peace, as 
would have anſwered all the Prayers of our religious 
Queen, the Care and Vigilance of a moſt able Miniſtry; 
the Payments of a willing and obedient People, as 
well as all the glorious Toils and Hazards of the 
Soldiery 5 when God, for our Sins, permi ted the 
Spirit of Diſcord to go forth, and, by troubling fore 
15 Camp, the City, and the Country, (and oh that it 
had altogether ſtared the Place: ſucred to hi Worſhip! ) 
to ſpoil, for a Time, this beauntu! and pleaſing Pro- 
ſpe ; and give us, in its Stead, I know ot . 
Our Enemies will tell the ret with Fleaſure, Ii 
will become me better to pray o Got reſtore us to 
the Power of obtaining ſuch a Peace, «s will be to 
hy Glory, the Safety, Honour and the Welfare of 
the Queen and' Her Dominion, and the general Sat is 
fattion of all Her High and Mighty Allies. 8 
MAx 2, 1712. | Mi 
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Death of Q. Mary. 
At St. Auftins, in 1694. 
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2 Chron. Chap. xxxv. Part of the 24th and 2 5th Verſes. 


And all Judah and Jeruſalem mourned for Joſtah,, 
and Jeremiah lamented for Joſiah. 


IE Mourning for this good Prince 
was ſo great, ſo univerſal, and un- 


- feign'd, that it became a Pattern to the 
future Times, and the Standard, as it 

were, for publick Sorrows ; infomuch that when 
the Spirit of God would deſcribe the greateſt 
Mourning, by the Prophet Zachariah, 12 Ch. af- 
ter he has {aid---- They ſball mourn for him, as on 
mourneth for his only Son, and ſhall be in Bitterneſs: 
for him, as one that is in Bitterneſs for his Firſt- horn. 
As if this were yet too little, the Prophet adds in- 
the 11th Verſe, In that Day, there ſhall be a great 


Mourning in Jeruſalem, as the Mourning of Hada- 


drim- 
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on the Death of Q. Mary.. 9 
drimmon in the Valley of Megidilon, which was the 
Place where good Joſiah received his Death's 
Wound. The Foundation of this is laid down 
in the Words of the Text, And all Judab and Je- 
ruſalem mourned for Joſiah, and Jeremiah ; lamented 
for him. All in a Word, of whatſoeyer Place, 
City or Country, 'State and Quality, 'that eithes 
lov'd their Nation or Religion, mourned for Joſiah. 
Joſiah was the good Son of a very bad Father, a 
young and vain Creature, that fold himſelf to 
Wickedneſs, that ſacrificed to all the carved Images, 
and treſpaſſed more and more, and was cut off un- 
timely by his ewn Servants, whoſe Death was 
indeed moſt juſtly 1 the People 6f the 


Land, but not lamented. Joſiah, contrary to all 


this, whale he wis yet young, began to ſeek, after the 
God of David his Father {not of his Father Amon) 
and did that which was right in the Sight of the Lord, 
and declined neither to the right Hand nor to the left; 
He deſtreyed Idolatry, and took Order for the 
repairing of the Temple of God. The King al- 
ſo ſtood in his Place, and made a Covenant before th 
Lord, to wall after the Lo d, and to keep: his Com- 
mandments and his Teſtimonies &'1d his Statutes with 
all his Heart and with all his Soul, to perform the 
Word; of the Covenant which are ritten in the Bool. 
And leaſt his own Example ſhould not be of In- 
fluence enough, he us'd his Regal Power, and 
cauſed all that were pr:ſent at Jeruſalem and Benja- 
min to ſtand to tt, And the Inhabitants of Jeruſa- 
lem did according to the Covenant of God, the God of 
their Fathers, And Joſiah todk away all the Abomt- 
nations our of all the Countries, that pertained to the 
Children of Iſrael, and made all that were preſent in 
Iſrae', to ſerve, even to ſerve the Lord their God 
1 


oo AS ERM O N preach'd 
Al all hi: Days they departed not from following the 
Lord the God of their Fathers, Theſe were the 


good things Joſiah did; he was exceeding virtu- 


ous and religious himſelf. and he endeavour'd, 


not only by Example, but by his Power and Au | 


thority, to make his People arid Subjects fo alſo. 


This mov'd them To unfeignedly and univerſally 


to moura his Loſs: But this was not all, for the 
People knew that God had threatned dreadful E. 
vils to all the Nation, and reſpited them only for 
Joſiah s Sake. Behold, ſaith the Lord, I will g. 
ther thee to thy Fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered u 
thy Grave in Peace, neither ſhall thine Eyes ſee all the 
Evil that Iwill bring upon this Place, and upon the 
Inhabiranrs of the ſame. And knowing this, they 
could not chooſe but be concern'd exceedingly for 
his Death. They were greatly bleſs d and benefit 
ed by his Life, aud were like to ſuffer greatly by 
His Death. No Wonder therefore, if Jeruſalem 
and Judah, Jeremiah, and all good People, mourn- 
ed and lamented for Joſiah. A good King is of 
ineſtimable Value: And the Truth of it is, theſe 
poor People had had ſo many bad, or at leaſt in. 
different ones, thata worſer Prince by a great deal 
than Joſiah, would have made a wok Figure, and 
have been both belov'd whilſt living, and be- 
wail'd when dead. For it was with Judah, as it is 
with other Nations; ſuch as the King is, ſuch will, 
8 the People be. Under an idolatrous 
rince, the People uſually inclin'd to be idola- 
trous ; and when a Prince did that which was right 
in the Sight of the Lord, the People generally con. 
form'd and did the ſame. This ſhews, of what 
Advantage and Importance *tis, to have a virtu- 


ous and religious Prince upon the Throne, It is 
in 


on the Death of Q. Mary. 11 
n a Manner, crowning Virtue and Religion with 
im; for they will alfo reign as well as he. Even 
hey who are truly good and virtuous: Prin- 
iples, and would be ſo, in Spite of all Diſcou- 
Wagement, of Cuſtom, and Example, of Scorn, 
iſhonour, and, it may be, to their great Lols, 
ven theſe, are better d by a good Example from 
bove-; they proſecute their good Deſigns, the 

ontinue in their virtuous Courſes, with muc 

zore Joy, more Heart and Life, when fo en- 
ourag d. The Cold, the Lukewarm and Indif- 
erent, are heated often, by a great Example, 


nto a generous Emulation, and riſe up to a Pitch 
above themſelves. Even they who are by Incli- 


they ation wicked, rude, and irreligious, do yet learn 
y for) ecency, Civility, and ſome. good Manners, from 
ef. 1 The Countenance that Piety 
y by 2d good Morality find from great Superiours, 
alem{Wcitrains a great many brutal Outrages that would 
urn · Ihe offered to them both, by vile Inferiours, and 
s ofWkceps ſome Men from impudent and ſcandalous 
heſeOffences; ſo that the Face of Honeſty and 
t in- {Goodneſs is kept up, where there is nothing of 


the Subſtance left; which good Appearance is not 
wholly uſeleſs. No one can ſay (I doubt) that a 
good Example is of equal Power and Influence 
with a bad one, for the Corruption of our Heart 
is great, and ſtronger are our Inclinations to Evil 
than Good, and it is eaſier much to diſſemble be- 


rous 

ola Ming virtuous and religious, than to be truly ſuh; 
izr out a good Example does not want much of the 
con-: Power and Influence of a bad one, as to Mens 


vhat external and publick Behaviour 3. They will be 
rtu- as careful to appear religious (if Religion be en- 
t io courag d by the Example and publick Practice of 


the 
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the yo. f would be ready to be inde 
wicked, were the Prince ſo, and would encourage 
them to follow him. So that next to the bein 
truly virtuous and religious, it were for the Good 
of a Nation, that a Prince would outwardly at 
leaſt appear fo, even for Example's Sake, and l 
mean his-own Good as well as that of his People, 
even the Proſperity of his Affairs. And if the 
very Cauntenance, and Face of | Virtue, and Re- 
ligion be of ſuch Ule, what would the Truth 
and Subſtance of them do? It is on this Account, 
I think, that we are bid ſo often to make Prayers 
and Supplications for Kings and Governours, the 
Welfare of the World depends ſo much in gene- 
ral on their Virtue and Goodneſs. It is not tor a 
Compliment of Honour, nor for their Sakes alone, 
that we are bid to pray continually, that God 
would ſo repleniſh aur Princes with the Grace of hi 
holy Spirit, that they. may always incline to his Will, 
and walk in his Way ; that he would endue them plen. 
teou ſly with his heavenly Gifts, and enrich them with 
his Grace. It is not for their Sakes only, but for 
our own alſo, that we thus pray. For it is by theſe 
his Gifts and Graces, we hope they will be ena- 
bled to make both themſelves and us happy; 
that under them we may lead our Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, in Peace and Quiet. And 
what a fearful Condition are the People in, when 
they to whom they are entruſted, have not the 
Fear of God before them? When they who are 
ordain'd of God to be a Terror to evil Works, 
are a Terror to the Good? When they who by 
Appointment are the Miniſters of God to us for 
Good, and Revengers to execute Wrath upon 
him that doeth Evil, and are ordain d of Godto 

« £4 SY Attend 
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attend continually upon this very thing, ſhall 
think of nothing leſs, but give themſelves to all 
Injuſtice, Violence, and Oppreſſion, and live as 
if the World of Subjects were their Slaves, and 
were not to be treated with Humanity and _ 
ty? As if they utterly forgot, or rather never had 
thought upon, the very End of their Inſtitution 
and Appointment, which is the Preſervation of 
the World in Peace and Order, for they are ſent, 
ſaith St. Peter, 1. 2, 14. for the Puniſoment of evil 
Doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well. It 
is undoubtedly, a heavy thing for People to fall 
into ſuch Hands of Wickedneſs: To be govern'd 
by ſuch Princes, as know not why they are the 
Princes of ſuch a People, but becauſe they were 
born of Princely. Parents; and knew no other 
uſe of Wealth and Power, but living vainly and 
luxuriouſly, and tyrannizing over innocent - and 
| 7 People: Such Princes do but ill reſemble 

od, whoſe Miniſters and Vicegerents they are 
on Earth; for he appoints them for the beſt of 
Ends and Purpoſes, the Good of their reſpective 
* ; and when they leave conſidering and 
conſulting that, they forget the principal End of 
God's Ordinance and Inſtitution of Government. 
It is the greateſt Praiſe and Honour we can pay to 
à religious, juſt, and virtuous Prince, to repre- 
fent how odious both to God and all good Men, 
how miſchievous to Mankind, and how deſtruc- 
tive of the End of Government, a wicked and 
ungodly Prince is; for one is the Foil to the other, 
and ſets him off with all Advantage; He is, as it 
were, the guardian Angel of his Kingdom, ſtill 
watching over it for Good, and {till defending it 


from Miſchief ; whereas the other is but as an evil 
B Spirit, 
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Spirit, powerful only to do Miſchief, and doin 


it, moſt commonly, where he ſhould do moſt Good, 
to innocent and honeſt People. The Conſidera- 
tion of theſe evil Governours, cannot chufe but 
raiſe the Character and Value of good ones; and 
by the univerſal and unfeigned Mourning for Jo- 
ſiab, we may conclude, without all Doubt or Scru- 
ple, that he was a good King, as well as a good 
Jet, that he was juſt and faithful to his Charge, 
a Lover of his Nation, and a true Father of his 
People, as well as a devout religious Worſhip 
of God, and zealous for his Honour. For though 
whilſt Princes live, and are in Power, the Peo - 
are reſtrain'd by Fear, and Penal Laws (and that 
exceeding reaſonably and juſtly) from ſpeaking 
Evil of them; from outwardly expreſſing either 
their Hatred or Contempt of wicked and unrigh- 
teous Governours; although (I ſay) they are 
with-held from this (which would indeed deſtro 
and put an End to all geod Government) whil 
Princes are alive, and well, yet when they come 
to die (as die they will, and fall like other Men) _ 
then is it utterly impoſſible to keep the Tongues 
of People in, or hinder them from ſhewing what 
they thought before: they will diſſemble then no 
longer; Death equals them in this as well as o- 
ther Reſpects, with every Body elſe; Men freely 
fay their Minds of them, — give them Fame 
and Reputation as they think they have deſery'd. 
And I believe there is no certainer Indication of 
the Juſtice or Violence of a Reign paſt, than 
the Concern that is ſhewn at the Prince's Death, 
not by the external Garb and Faſhion, the - Co- 
lour, and Soleminity of Pace, and Countenance, 
but by the Voice and Sorrows of the People, 


which never will be univerſal and unfeign'd, but 
- when 


on the Death of Q. Mary. 15 
when there is a true Occafion offer'd them, when 
they have loſt a true Friend, a juſt, affectionate, 
and careful Governour. Such, I believe, there 
is no Doubt, but that the univerſal Mourning for 
Joſrah, ſhewed him to be : when Judah, an Je- 
ruſalem, and Jeremiah lamented for him, it will 


amply prove he was a good Prince, and one that 


ſtudied much the Welfare of the Nation, and 
the City, as well as that he laid the Intereſts of 


Religion and God's Service and the Prophet, 
cloſely to his Heart; and this will alſo help to 


ve he was a good King. For there is nothing 


ike Reg and the Fear of God, that makes 


Men careful of advancing and procuring the ge- 
neral Good and Benefit of Mankind ; nothing 
inclines Men to conſider more the Ends they are 
deſign'd to anſwer and fulfill; nothing diſ- 


_ them better to Juſtice and Mercy, to 
*emperance and Moderation, and all good Qua- 
lities that help ts make good Governours. Re- 


ligion does not always make Men wiſe with the 
Wiſdom of this World, but yet Religion ſets 
Men upon getting as much of that as they find 
neceſſary to the well diſcharging of their ſeveral 
Duties, and is confiſtent with Religion; and more 
than that will never be neceſſary ; Religion will 
not make a King, nor ſuffer him to be, ſloathful 
and negleAful of the Means and Methods that 
are juſt and fit to procure-the Advantage of his 
People. Religion wilt not barely permit, but it 
will excite him-to ſuch prudent and diſcreet Ma- 
nagement as will ſuffice to make himſelf and Peo- 
ple happy. As for that crafty Over-reach, thut ex- 


traordinary Refinement upon Politicks, that Rea» 
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and that Eaſineſs of breaking all the Bonds and 
Oaths that tye Society, and keep this World in 
Peace and Order, I own Religion is an Enemy to 
this, and will not let a Prince engage in any ſuch 
ungodly Wiſdom. But few, if any, are the Kings 
that have miſcarried through the Tenderneſs of 
being falſe to God or Man; of doing Violence 
to common Honeſty, and Juſtice and Religion. 
This wicked Wiſdom of this wicked World, has 
ſometimes ſerved a preſent Turn, it has ſome. 
times deliver'd from a preſent, or impendent Miſ. 
chief, and gained ſometimes a wanted and defir'd 
Advantage. But this is for the preſent only: It 
does not ſerve them long; a little Time diſcovers 
the Deceit ; and the reſt of the World are but 
thereby the more alarm'd, and caution'd into a 
Jealouſy and Watchfulneſs againſt them, It is 
with Princes, as with private Men; one may 
de.cive another, by Pretences of Sincerity and 
Truth, by fair. and ſpecious Promiſes, and by 
Appearance of great Honeſty and Juſtice ; he may 
deceive his. Neighbour, credulous, and open- 
hearted, to his great Damage, it may be, his Un- 
doing, But after all, this is not Wiſdom, this 
is but a Fetch for the preſent, this Skill will fail 
him, in the next Experiment; all that have heard 
of his Dexterity, will ſhun the dealing with him; 
and apprehend themſelves unſafe in ſuch Man's 
Company, or they will treat with him with ſo 
much Watchfulneſs, ſuch Sharpneſs. and- Suſpi- 
cion, that he ſhall find himſelf diſcovered and 
laid open, unable to procure the Advantages he 
otherwiſe might reaſonably have looked for, and 
be counted as a common Enemy. It is no other- 
wiſe (as far as ſuch as we can ſee) with Kings 

and. 
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and Winccs: They who have ſlie wn themſelves 
unjuſt and violent, faithleſs and perjur'd once, 
are never truſted more, without Security and 
Pledge ; they are look'd upon as always ready to 
do what they have once done ; and therefore all 
their Neighbours grow ſuſpicious, deal with them 
conſtantly as if they were deſigning nought but 
Miſchief, endeavouring to deprive them of the 
Power of doing is, whole Mill they think is always 
bent that Way, and nothing wanting but the Op- 
portunity. So that upon the Whole, a juſt, a 
virtuous and religious Prince, is like to find much 
better Terms, be better truſted and believ'd by 
all his Neighbours, in Confidence of ſuch his 
Probity. and Honour, than others, that have fal- 
ſiſied their Faith, upon the moſt tremendous 
Oaths,. on the moſt ſacred ſolemn Ties and Ob- 
ligations, by-which a Man can bind his Soul, al- 
tho! he * give up cautionary Pledges with 
them; ſo advantageous a Thing is the very Re. 
putation of Juſtice and Religion in a Prince. 
And therefore it is · very rarely (cen, that undiſſem- 
bled Virtue and Religion in à King, is not of 
great Advamage alſo to the People; by influen- 
cing him to Cle and-Tendernefi to Juſtice and 
to Mercy, and by reminding him, that he muſt 
alſo give Account to God, * well or ill he 
hath diſcharged his Duty. Be viſe now there fore 
0 ye Kings, and be inſtrafted ye that are Judges of 
the Earth, ſays the Pfalmiſt 2. 10. and that they 
might not be to ſeek, What Wiſdom and In- 
ſtruction here is meant, he bids them, 11. Serve 
the Lord with Fear. For the Fear of the Lord » 
truly Wiſdom, and to depart: from Evil s Under- 
ftanding,. as well, or rather more in Rings, than 

B33 | other. 
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other Men; becauſe their being Good, is y ſuch 
infinite Concern to all the World. The thing ! 
have been ſhewing you, is this, that Joſtah was, 
in all Probability, a good, a juſt and virtuous 
Prince, as well as a religious one:; and tho' it is 
not ſo expreſs d, yet being ſo remarkably religi- 
ous, I could not help concluding he was therefore 
juſt and virtuous; becauſe Religion and the Fear 
of God do fo naturally, and almoſt neceſſarily, 
excite Men to the Practice of thoſe, and all o. 
ther Virtues, that are requiſite to the full aud due 
Diſcharge of all their ſeveral Obligations to 
Mankind; and from that univerſal and unfeign'd 
Sorrow and Concern ſhewed by the Nation at 
his Death. The Loſs of this good Prince was alſo 
made much heavier, by the Confideration of the 
Rarity and Scareity of good Princes; Judah in- 
deed fared better in this Point than Iyael, much; 
but Judah had but little Cauſe of boaſting. Au- 
guſting, it is ſaid; defign'd Tiberius for his Succeſſor, 
that all the World might want him, and lament 
his Death; which they both did, and had great 
Cauſe to do, for many Years. It is a ſharp Re- 
proach to any preſent Age, to hear Men call for, 
and commend the former. This Miſchief every 
good Princes do occaſionally ; by bleſſing fo their 
own, they make the Times to come lels tolerable; 
This alſo 'tis that gives them a ſecond Fame and 
Reputation; this makes their Loſs ſe great and 
heavy. All Sorrows (if we mark it) both begin 
and end at home in Self. Love: All our Concern 
proceeds from appre hending a Loſs of ſomething 
Good, or, from Fear of ſomething Evil and 
Good and Evil to our ſelves, tho' may be, av 
ſome Diſtance; for our Poſterity, is- alfo part of. 

Our 
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our ſelves. In the Inſtance before us, it is · evi- 
dent that the fearful Confideration of the Evils 
to come, threatened from. God by. Huldah the 
Propheteſs, and reſpited alone for good Jo/tah's 
Sake, muſt: needs increaſe their Sorrow for his 
Death; they loft the Pledge of their Seng 
and Preſervation in him: Upon his fingle Life 
hung all their Hopes of. Safety. How ſtrong a 
Motive ſhould this be, to make and keep a Prince 
juſt, virtuous, and religious, when for the Sake 
of ſuch, God will ſuſpend at leaſt, ſometimes re- 

ove, his Judgments juſtly threatned-to a wieked 
* And how great Reaſon does this afford 
to People, to wiſh, and pray, their Kings may be 
juſt ſuch as God deſeribes them; 2 Sam. 23. 3. 
The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Tſrael ſpake to 
me, He that ruleth over Men, mut be ju#t, ruling in 
the Fear of God. And how great Cauſe of Sor- 
row and Lamenting, does the. Loſs of ſuch a- 
Prince afford? And I believe it will be-no ill 
Gueſs, nor far from Truth, to think the Spirit 
of God recorded, by the Author of theſe Books, 
the ſolemn and the general Mourning of the 
Land and. its- Inhabitants, for. this good King, 
with ſome Deſign of provoking other Kings to + 
imitate his good Qualities, I am ſure it is a Uſe 
that they ſhould make of ſuch a memorable Paf- 
lage. For beſides the great Advantages (that I. 
have mention d) which both themſelves and Sub- 
jets reap from their being good and virtuous and 
religious, it is alſo the readieſt and the ſureſt 
Way to Fame and Immortality of Honour here 
in this World. And this is a Conſideration that, 
more or leſs, prevails with all Princes. And in- 


deed , they, haye ſuch a Share of Fame, amoflg 
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Poſterity, that they ought to take good: Heed: 
what Kind of Fame it is. For after ſuch a Num. 
ber of Years are paſt, and Men forget Particy- 
lars, the general Good or. Evil of the Times 
they liv'd in, mark their Reigns for Good or Evil; 
and Men, to eaſe their Memories, call them the 
Happy or Unhappy Reigns of ſuch and ſuch. | 
Kings. Now nothing gives, nothing eſtabliſhes. 
a better Reputation to a Prince, than Juſtice, Vir. 
tue, and Religion. Great Victories, and glorious 
Triumphs over conquer'd Nations, give the Life 
of Fame; but this is a Fame Men make Exc 
tions to; Poſterity will call in Queſtion theſe 
Proceedings 3 the conquer'd Nations call them 
Tyrannies, and Uſurpations, unjuſt Invaſions, 
mighty Robberies, and Princely Villanies ; there 
will be ſtill diſputing about the Fame and Repu- 
tation of theſe great Names, and {till the juſt, 
the you the ſober, and the unambitious Part of 
Mankind will be inchned to pity the Diſtrefled; | 
and to condemn the bold Diſturbers of: the Quiet 
and Repoſe of Kingdoms. Whereas the Fame 
of being juſt, and virtuous, and religious, is af- 
ſented to by all; is undiſputed, forwarded, in- 
creaſed, admired, and loved by every one ; it 

ains all Parties, makes Amends for-great Miſ- 
_ carriages, is talked of, and remembred with De- 
light and Satisfaction. The Way to the Temple 
of Honour, lay, of old, through the Temple of 
Virtue ; and ſo I believe and hope it will always 
do: The Fame of being virtuous and religious, 
as it is better grounded, ſo it is ſurer, and will 
| laſt much longer, than that of being any thing 
glides, and is much eafier to be purchaſed. 


:his-Princes would do well to think on ; as they 
IS. | deſire 
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defire to be delivered to Poſterity, ſo they muſt 
een behave themſelves to the preſent Age they 
live in : For however ready People are to flatter 
and applaud the Acts of [wing Kings, yet few re- 
gard the Dead; or are afraid to ſpeak the Truth 
of ſuch as neither can reward nor puniſh. This 
is a Uſe that Kings may make of this ſo general 
ur. diſſembled Sorrow 2 the Death of a good 
and godly King, recorded ſo particularly in holy 
Scriptures; 5 ſince they are ambitious gone: 
rally of a good Fame, as well as great, may find the 
xeadieſt and the neareſt Way to it, lies by Juſtice, 
Virtue, and Religion.-----.--I have been, all this 
while deſcribing a Prince of extraordinary Qua- 
lities, one that ſet out exceeding early in the 
Ways of Goodneſs, and held that Courſe to his 
Life's End ; one that deſtroyed the Worſhip of 
carved Images, and took great Care to repair the 
Temple of the true God ; one that redeemed 
the Law, and reſtor'd it to its old. Dominion; 
that made a Covenant with God, himſelf, to 
live as became a good Prince, and one that us'd 
his Regal Authority. to cauſe his Servants and 
Subjects to do the like, if his Example wrought 
not with them: And one, that. when he died, 
was univerſally and moſt unfeignedly lamented by 
all Judah and Jeruſalem, and Jeremiah; by all the 
City, all the Country, and by the Prophets of 
the Lord. And, I believe, I am prevented in 
the Application, by almoſt every one that hears 
me. The Parallel is ſo exact, that whil{t I have 
been talking of Jaſiah, I know you have been 
thinking.of the QUEEN. Edward the VI. has 
been moſt generally call'd the good Joſiah. And 
there was indeed a great Reſemblance betwixt 
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of them for the Years that Edward liv'd. But he 
N died betimes : And there is great Difference be- 
| twixt a very promifing and hopeful Prince of Six- 
= teen, and one that liv'd to « mature Age with the 
h free Exerciſe of Regal Power. And beſides, his 
| Innocence, his ſweet and eafie Femper, became | 
a Prey to a moſt facrilegious and rapacious Gene. 
ration of Men, which in ſome Meaſure help'd to 
mitigate the Univerſal Sorrow that his Death oc. 
cafioned ; altho' that fatal Breach let in a Sea of 
Blood and Mifery upon this poor Kingdom, and 
gave it ſuch a Taſte of the ſevere Vengeance that 
Ka ſuperſtitious Worſhip of God returning home 
in Triumph, from a fix Years Exile and Ejectment, 
both required and took, that I heartily hope it 
never will forget. But there is a more exact Con- 
formity betwixt Joſtah, and the preſent Subject 
of our Sorrows, than any Prince beſides we have 
ever had. Her Heart, like his, was early ſet to 
ſeek God; and we have ſeen in Her, the Truth 
of what that God tells us, that they who ſeek him 
early, find him. For ſhe has never yet deceived 
the Hopes that a ſeverely virtuous and religious 
Education gave us; nor once occafioned a ſuſpi- 
cious Fear in any of her Friends. But on the 
contrary, ſhone out, continually, a fair and great 
Example to the whole Nation, of a moſt firm, 
fincere, and unaffected Piety towards God. Nor 
was ſhe ſatisfied to do her Duty fingle and a- 
lone, but, as the Miſtreſs of a large and nu- 
merous Family, took Care that all who any- 
ways depended on her, ſhould worſhip God, as 
well as ſhe her ſelf; She did not only give them 
her Example, and Opportunity of Place and Time, 
but laid Reſtraint upon them, us'd her- Autho- 
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rity and Power to make them at leaſt 'ap- 
pear, as frequent at, and ſerious in Devotions, as 
they truly ought to be. She took away the Scan- 
dal and Reproach that long had lain upon the 
Court, the Want of good Example in a Prince. 
I ſhould be loath to raiſe her Character at any 
one's Expence or Coſt ; Beſides, Her Virtue and 
Devotion ſtand in Need of no Advantage, by 
Compariſon. I dare not think that ſuch Degrees 
of Goodneſs are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to every 
private Chriſtian, much leſs to every Prince, that 
without them, they may not be, through God's 
Mercy, both good and happy People. And there. 
fore I have no Deſign to reprefent her otherwiſe 
than imitable by every private Chriſtian. I am 
not inclin'd to ſay one Word, but what I think 
you all believe before-hand. The Place we ſtand 
in, and the Men we are, forbid us to invent, or 
m Uncertainties, or any thing that will not 
ome Ways tend to Edification. Nor is there 
Need of any thing beſides; for we are able, with 
good Aſſurance, to preſent to all her People, a 
young, a beautiful, and powerful Queen, a 

fect attern for their Imitation, in all that is ex- 


actly virtuous or religious. Her Station was ſo 


much malign'd, that, hearing nothing of this 
Head, from the moſt ſcrupulouſly Curious nice 
Obſervers of her Life, we ought in Reaſon to 
conclude her truly holy and unblamable to all the 
World ; and God alone can ſee into the Heart. 
The External of a Man, is only known to Man, 
and that alone can be propos'd to Imitation. And 
therefore, e'er I leave this Head, I wiſh I might 
effectually recommend her publick outward Car- 


«riage in the Houle of God, to all this dnliengh 
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and eſpecially to thoſe of her own Sex. It was ſo 
decent, unaffectedly devout, ſo grave, ſo ſerious, 
and compos'd, that it is fit for every one to think 
on, and to reform that light and gay Behaviour 
that is much too common in theſe Places. She 
knew the Eyes of all were oft intent upon her, 
and therefore took all Heed to give a good Ex. 
ample ; but knew moreover ſhe her ſelf was 
more immediately in God's Preſence, and there. 
fore ſo behav'd her ſelf, as beſt becomes an hum. 
ble Supplicant, befere the Throne of his adora- 
ble all- powerful Majeſty. Theſe things become 
us to commend, een they are ſo fit for pri. 
vate Imitation; frequent Attendance upon God's 
Service, and a religious grave Deportment there, 
are Duties by Command; and 'tis not much to 
_ they may be greatly promoted by ſo extra. 
ordinary an Example. But theſe, and à great 
many more good Qualities that I may not now 
concern my ſelf, or you withal, fhew us how 
great and univerſal our Loſs is; and greater yet 
is like to be, if we will make no uſe of her E 

ample, for then we have loſt her quite. The Imita- 
tion of the commendable ng of the Dead, 
is all the Advantage that the living ones can make 
of them: And ''tis but common Wiſdom to pro- 
vide and ſee, that they do not leave us Sorrow 
and Affliction only, when they have done their 
beſt to leave us Virtue and Religion alſo, if we 
will purſue them in their Steps. But here I hope 
the Parallel will end, and that our Sorrows have 
but one Foundation; whereas the Sotrows of 
the Jews had two, and the latter very dreadful, 
Joſiah was an excellently virtuous and religious 


Prince, and did a World of Good while he 21 ry 
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which ended with him: The Remembrance of 


this, might well occafion great and univerſal 
Mourning for him; the Death of a-good and 
godly Prince is an ineſtimable Loſs, and inex- 

reſſible. But then his Death let in a World of 

{iſery, it ler in old Idolatry and fearful Superſti- 
tion, it let in a moſt woeful Deſtruction of the 
City, and a long and ſad Copnnny of the People. 


This frighttul Proſpect both the Prophet and the 


People had, and knew that God had ſpared them 
whilſt Joſiab liv'd, but then reſolv'd to execute 
his Vengeance to the fu'l ; this made his Life ſo 
dear and valuable, and this occafion'd him when 
dead, to be lamented with ſuch Bitterneſs and 


Anguiſn. Here we are full of Hope the Parallel 


will break off and fail. Our Proſpect forward is 
not, God be praiſed, ſo black and dreadful. Our 
Sorrows are as Juſt and due for what is loſt and 
gone, as thoſe of Judih and Jeruſalem, but not 
our Fears for what we have in View. We are 
not ſo bewildred and entangled yet in our Aﬀairs, 
but we can ſee our Way out, though obſcurely 
and by a glimmering Light, if we provoke not 
God to ſtrike us deeper. Our Caſe is hazardous 
enough to give us Fears, not faint, nor very di- 
ſtant, nor uncertain 5 but ſtrong and reaſonable, 
and near enough to make us careful, diligent, and 
watchful, to ſet us upon thinking, and providing 
againſt threatned Evils ; but moſt eſpecially to 
ſtir us up to Union and Agreement, to ſettle Peace 
and Quietneſs at home, that we may have but one 
thing to attend to, one Danger to eſchew, and to 
provide againſt, namely, the common Enemy; who, 
without Queſtion, makes Account to improve the 
{ad Occaſion of our Mourning, to his — 
an 
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and our utter Ruin. But let us ſhew him we are 
Fully ſenfible our Loſs is great enough, without 
any Augmentation he ſhall make ; and that we 
will not help him, as he hopes, by our Diviſions, 
to make our ſelves more miſerable, than we now 
are, or need to be. God does not, that we know, 
intend our Ruin, but Amendment; we ſtill have 
* Pledges of his Love remaining with us; and 
therefore have no-Cauſe to doubt his farther Fa- 
vours; if we will {et about deſerving them. All 
we have therefore left to do, is to humble our 
ſelves under the mighty Hand of God, to depre. 
cate his farther Anger and Diſpleaſure, to make 
the Uſe that he intends by this Infliftion, to call 
to Mind our evil Ways, our Sins, and Provocati- 
ons, to repent us truly and fincerely of them, and 
ſhew we do ſo, by our leaving them, and taking 
up with better things for the Time to come, and 
to implore the Aſſiſtanee of his Grace to put 
theſe good Deſigns in Execution. 


A 8ER. 


1 


> 


a A. — en ls. Bind 4 A an cn VFYS Gadd 


re 
ut 
2 
85 
A 
1) 
Ee 
0 
1 
ll 
r 


— i x; 


* | | 


ON THE 
Death of the moſt hopeful Prince- 


William D. of Glouceſter *: 


On P/alm cxlvi. Verl. 3, 4, 5. 


O put not your Truſt in Princes, nor in any Child of 


Man, for there is no Help in them. 
For w'en the Breath of Man goeth forth, he ſball turn 
again to his Earth, and then all his Thoughts periſh: 
Bleſſed is he that hath the God of Jacob for his Help, 
and whoſe Hope is in the Lord his God. 


WE know not who it was, that compoſed this 
| P/alm,. nor what it was that occafion'd it. 
But the Providence of God furniſhes all People, 
with. Occaſions more than enow, of applying 
theſe Words, to themſelves, but too too perti- 
nently, It hath furniſh'd Us, with one, not many 


Years ago, ſo very proper, that it gives freſh and 


lively Pain, to every one that remembers it, with 
half the Confideration it deferves. It furniſhes 
us ow with another, of which no living Man, 
perhaps, can ſee the Conſequence at full, bur e- 
very one can ſee enough to drive him to Sorrow 
and Amazement, and cauſe him to ſay, with the 
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Pſalmiſt, The Lord is King, the Earth may be glad 
thereof, yea the Mulcitude of the Iſles may be glad 
thereof: Glad, that their Affairs are in the Handy 
of him, who has all Power, and is all Wiſdom, 
and all Goodneſs ; who bringeth Light out of 
Darkneſs, Good ont of Evil, and can turn every 
thing to their Advantage, who ſerve him truly. 


Whether it were, that the Pſalmiſt, here di. 


rects himſelf againſt the common Inclination of 
Men, which is, to build great Hopes upon the 
Promiſes of Princes and great Men, and rather to 
depend on them, than on God above, who keep: 
eth his Promiſe for ever; or whether the Death 
of ſome great Prince, bad given the Jews, in 
their Captivity, ſome mighty Diſappointment ; 
whatever it was, that occaſion'd the compoſing 
of this Pſalm, 'tis plain the Words of the Text 
adviſe us, Firſt, Not to put our Truſt in Princes, 
nor any Child of Man : And that for this Reaſon, 


There is no Help in them, becauſe when the Breath of 


Man goeth forth, he ſhall turn again to his Earth, and all 
his Thoughts periſh. Secondly, They direct us where 
we are to place our Truſt and Confidence, and that 
is in God; Bleſſed is he that hath the God of Jacob 
for his Help, and whoſe Hope is in the Lord his God. 
I. Of the Perſons in whom we are not to 
place our Truſt and Confidence, and they are 
Princes ; Put not your Truſt in Princes, 1, e. in no 
Body, no Child of Man; for if you might ina- 
ny Body, you might in them, becauſe they have 
moſt Power, and more Opportunities, of -an- 
ſwering to your Confidence, than any Men be- 
ſides. I ſee no Reaſon to think that any thing is 
here ſaid to the Diſparagement of Princes, as tho 
they were to be truſted leſs, than other Men, for 
Falſhood 
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Falſhood* or Forgetfulneſs of Promiſes ;5 and 


therefore to truſt, is not here put for believing : 
But they are rather here confider'd, as the faith- 


fulleſt, as well as the moſt p werful Managers of 


humane Affairs, of the beſt Intentions, as well 
as greateſt Abilities, both to defign and execute 
great Matters? and vet, not to be entirely depend 


ed on, for other Reaſons. Tis much the ſame 


that is expreſs'd in Pſalm cxviii. 8, 9. Ie is better 


to truſt in the Lord, than to put any Confidence in 


Man. It is better to truſt in the Lord, than to put 
any Confidence in Princes, i. e. the chiefeſt and the 
beſt of Men: And the Reaſon here aſſign'd, 
why they are not ſo to be truſted and depended 
on, namely, becauſe they are ſo ſubje& to Death,; 
delivers them from all Suſpicion of Blame. Ts » 
at our Truſt therefore in Princes, does, in this 
lace, figntfy, to think the Settlement of. their 


Affairs ſo ſtrong and ſure, that nothing can di- 


ſturb them; to truſt ſo to the Wiſdom of their 


Management, their Valour and their Might, 
their . Intentions, and their great Abilities, 


as to be quite ſecure, and to ſuſpect no Change, 
can happen; it either ſigniſies this Confidence, , 


which is innocent, tho inconſiderate; or this. 


Confidence with Impiety, truſting in the Atm of. 
Fleſh alone, and vaunting with the fooliſh Man, - 
who ſaith in his Heart, Th, I ſpall never be mo- 
ved, no Harm ſhall happen to me. If the Truſt that. 
is here difſuaded from, be contrary to, or exclu-. 
five of, that Truſt we always ought to put in 
God, then to be ſure it is condemn'd; and fin-. 


ful; but if it be _ a: weak and groundleſs* - 
Truſt, then there is le 


5 Offence than Folly in it, 
and the heavy Diſappointments it muſt needs 
1 meet, 
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30 ASERMON preacla 
meet, will punifh it ſufficiently. Sometimes we 
ſee a Prince truly noble, juſt, and merciful, 
wiſe and brave, a Father of his Country, a Lo- 
ver of his People, careful of all their Intereſts 
and their Honour, and born, as it were, to the 
Good of Mankind: It would be impoſſible not 
to put great Confidence in ſuch a Prince, and to 
hope a Nation will be happy under ſuch Admini- 
ſtration, whilſt he lives; this Sort of Truſt is 
reaſonable, becauſe it is built upon ſo good 
Ground. Another Time, we ſee a Prince of 


| beauteous Aſpect, lovely Diſpoſition, inclin'd to 


Learning, Virtue, Piety, and full of all good 
9 3 it would be Stupidity not to 3 
well of him, and to promiſe our 8 a Harveſt 
anſwerable to a Field of fo fair Shew : Such 


Hope and Confidence as this, becomes us, as we 


are reafonable and confidering Creatures ; and it 


would be a kind of Ingratitude to God, from 
whom we acknowledge all theſe Gifts and Graces + 


ccme, not to conceive ſuch Hopes as ſach excel- 
lent Endowments promiſe. A Man muſt ſhut 
his Eyes on Providence, that will not make his 
Obſervations on what paſſes, and collect what is 
moſt reaſonable and likely, For fince God acts 
by reaſonable Cauſes, and procures our Peace and 
Happineſs by Inſtruments that are in Nature pro- 
per for that purpoſe, we owe it to him, to ex- 
ect it from them where they are ſo promiſing. 
his is properly to truſt in God; ſor to look for 
Grapes from Thorns, or Figs from 2 is to hope 
againſt Nature, and againſt Reaſon, and not to 
be excuſed by any Reverence we pretend to God 
or Dependance on his Power, tho' he is truly a- 
ble to produce thoſe Fruits from thoſe unnatural 
Stocks. 
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Stocks. The Men of no Religion, and no 
Thought, are ſo intent upon theſe ſæcond Cauſes, 
that they ſee no firſt, nor will acknowledge any 
ſupreme Power, that over- looks and governs our 
Affairs, but governs them by Nature and by Rea- 
ſon : But they who truſt to one, {till in Subor- 
dination to the other, in conſtant Dependance on 
him, and always in his Power 'to change and 
ſuſoend, as he ſees fit, do truly put their Truſt in 
God, even when they put their Truſt in Princes. 
They look for Reſt and ſecurity in Peace, where 
Kings are virtuous, wiſe, and watchful, and the 
People are at Unity; for Victory in War, where 
Generals are brave and wary, the Soldiers heal- 
thy, numerous, obedient, and courageous, and 
well paid, i. e. they promiſe to — na- 
tural Effects of Wiſdom, Strength, and Concord; 
but all from God, who is to bleſs theſe natural 
and theſe moral Cauſes. They look for plente- 
ous Harveſts, where the Fields are full and flou- 
riſhing, but know, *tis God that made them ſo, 
and he that is to bring them in. This Confi- 
dence he does himſelf raiſe in us, and there fore 
never is offended with it, becauſe tis built upon 


the Confidence we have, that he will ſuffer 


things to go on orderly and r men, we 
provoke him to change or ſuſpend the 
Courſe of them. And tho' our Diſappointments 
are very great, and very many, yet might our 
Hopes and Expe&ations be very reafonable and 
juſt, and are not to be condemned, by an unhap- 
py Iſſue. If our Truſt in Princes, exclude not 
our Truft in God, we need not be afraid it will 
be faulty: Nor does the Pſalmiſt here condemn 
ſuch Truſt, for its Impiety, but rather, (for the 
avoiding 
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32 A SERMON preach'd 
avoiding troubleſome and heavy men 
ments) would diſſu ade us, from putting ſo much 
Truſt in Princes, whoſe Lives are fo uncertain; 


and look up to God more ardently and frequent · 


ly, whoſe Mercy, and Goodneſs, like himſelf 


(they are himſelf) endure for ever. I think, it is 


a kind Advice, not to raiſe in our Minds, Hopes 
that are ſo eafily defeated, and when defeated; 
ſo vexatious and afflicting. Pat wot your Truſt in 
Princes, nor in any Child of Man, for there is no 
Help in them. There is no Help in Man, in ma- 


ny Caſes; a thouſand and ten thouſand Evils. 
befal us, wherein the Wiſdom, Skill, the Riches, . 


and the Strength of all Mankind, can give no 
Help, afford no Comfort. If we want Rain, or 
have too-much of it, can all the World procure 
a.Shower, or hinder it from falling? Can it pro- 


cure a favourable Wind, or hinder a contrary one 
from blowing? Can it recover Health, where it 


is wanting, to the Good of Thouſands; or reſtore 
a precious Life, that is, like David's, worth ten 


Thouſand ?' The utmoſt of humane Power, for 


ought that appears, is but an Ability of doing 
huge Miſchief; and the beſt of it, is an _— 
of hindring one another from doing Miſchief. 
But when we want Aſſiſtance, in moſt of our 
Extremities, oh how unable is this World to give 
it ! The wiſeſt, richeſt, and moſt powerful Men 
want Help themſelyes, and neither can afford it 
to-themſelves, nor others; there is indeed no 
Help in them. For whey the Breath of Man goeth 

he ſhall. return again to his Earth, and then all 
his Thoughts periſh. The very beſt is here ſuppos d 
of the very ableſt of them, that they may be 
full of good Intentions, form great and good 
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Auguſt the 4th, 1700. 33 
Deſigns, have their Hearts wholly bent on ho- 
nouring God, promoting Virtue, and profiting 
Mankind, ſeeking the Intereſt of their People, 
doing Juſtice. ſhewing Mercy, and imitating 
him, whoſe Miniſters and Subſtitutes they ate. 
Happy for them, that they are full of theſe De- 
figrs! No better Thoughts can poſſibly poſſeſs 
their Hearts, or employ their Hours; the Kin 

of Kings, the mighty Maſter of them all ſhall 
bleſs them, and reward them, whom he finds fo 
doing. But this is, much too often, all they do 
they form a Multitude of brave Deſigns, and 


live to effect but few ! ] have ſaid ye are God, 


but ye ſpall die like Men, and this ey find, and 
we find alſo. Poor Princes, poor People: They 
raiſe our Hopes, and they deſtroy them fuddenly. 
We gather up all our Truſt, and place it on their 
Lives, and in a Day or two, thoſe Lives are ſpilt 
like Water on the Ground. They are, as the 
Prophet calls them, the Breath of our Noſtrils: 
And Nations ſometimes ſeem to hve in them, and 
only to breathe their Breath ; and yet their Breath 
goeth forth, like other Peoples Breath, and they 
return again to their Earth, (their Earth as well as 
ours) and then all their Thonghts periſh and all 
or Thoughts too, with them: But not our 
Thoughtfulneſs; that ſtill ſurvives, to trouble e- 
very wiſe conſidering Man. Our Thoughts are in 
this Place our Hopes, and they expire with the 


Breath of him who kindled them. His Thoughts, 


who rais d our Thoughts, periſh, and therefore 
ours muſt periſh with them, Who can enough 
eſteem thoſe Lives, which by Experience, are 
found ſo uſeful to the World, to the ſecuring its 


Tranquility and Happineſs ; or thoſe who from 


their 
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24 ASERMON prachd _ 
their earlieſt Infancy, have promiſed all the Good 
that Men can look for, from the moſt vir:uous 
8 Diſpofition, and whoſe precocious Ad- 
vances, could not fail of giving us ſome jealous 
Fears, with our moſt lively Hopes! Who can e- 
nough eſteem ſuch Lives, if we confid-r theſe 
fine Qualities! and who can value them too lit- 


tle, or truſt too little in them, who conſiders 


how ſoon 1h ir Breath goeth forth, and they return 
again % Earth, and all their Thoughts periſh ! What 
muſt we do in th s Uncertainty ? Our Affairs re- 
quire a Life as durable as Braſs, and the Laws of 
our Mortality will admit of none, but what is 
ſubject to a ſand certain, and a thouſand ac- 
cidental Evils, each of which may break us all 
to pieces. Let us do any thing in this Uncertain- 
ty, but blame the Providence of God, who 
hangs the Good of ſo much People, on fo ſmall a 
Thread: For, righteous are his Ways, and juſt 
his Government, whatever we may fear, what- 
ever we endure. _ | | 

But may I not, unblam'd,. ſay with the Pro- 
26k Jerem. 12. 1. (I 74 it with all De» 
erence and Humility) Righteous art Thou, O Lord, 
when I plead with thee, yer let me ta & cvith Thee of 
thy Judgments? When thou, in Mercy, turnedſt 
away the Captivity of our Zion, we were like 
them that dream ; when our Enemies were juſt 
upon us, they ſtumbled and fell; then was our Mouth 


filled <v1th Laughter, and our Tongue with Joy, The 


greateſt Enemies we had, could not forbear w 
claiming, The Lord had done great things for them. 
We could not our ſelves, in Gratitude, forbear 
proclaiming; The Lord had done great things for #4 
already, whereof we rejoyce. Fe 

| Either 
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Either to temper theſe Felicities, or puniſh our 
Ingratitude, Thou ſtopped'ſt up, for ever, the 


Breath of our Noſtrils; The anointed of the Lord | 


ws taken away from us, of whom we ſaid, under her 
Shadow, wwe ſhall live (not among the Heathen, 
but at home) in Plenty and Security. 

To ſhew thou didſt intend but to correct, and 
not to give us over unto Death, thou didſt, by un- 
expected Inſtruments, deliver the Life of the 
King from Fear of the Enemy, and from the 
Snare of the Hunter; Thou ſavedſt him from 
Deſtruction, and crownedſt him with Mercy and 
loving Kindneſs; and madeſt him Inſtrumental in 
procuring the Deſire of all our Hearts, an ho- 


nourable Peace; the e of healing all 
our Wounds, recovering all our 
| king up the Breaches our inteſtine Foes, our 


oſſes, and ma- 


fooliſn Diſcords, and ill- grounded Animoſities 
had occaſioned; the Opportunity of ſettling our 
Affairs, and looking to the Ground we ſtood 
on; of putting them in ſuch a Poſture, that nei- 
ther Enemies abroad, nor Enemies at home might 
give us any great Diſturbance; that the Religion 
of our Country, and its moſt antient, propereſt, 
and beſt : tempered Government, might be ſecu- 
red, againſt the Attempts and Machinations of its 
old inveterate Enemies, the Sons of Violence and 
Darkneſs, and ſrom the Noiſy Importunities of 
unexperienced, raw, new fangled Schematiſts, and 
Speculators, But contrary to this, the Spirit of 
Diſcord is gone out among us, and the ſweet 
Hope of all the Kingdom, is in a Moment, 
inatch'd away from us; e're we had Time to 
try to move thee, by our Prayers, or Time to ap- 
prehend a Stroke ſo painful and ſo * Thy 
ormer 
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36, 4 SERMON preach'd 
former Favours did not promiſe ſuch Concluſion, 
But we will hold our Peace, ſince tis thy doing; 
We are much ſurer that thou may'ſt in Juſtice, 
thus chaſtiſe us for our Sins, than we could be 
that thou hadſt ſo much Mercy for ſuch Sinners 
as we have, all our Lives, experienced from: thee, 
Permit us never ſo long, to talk with thee of thy 
Judgments, yet, muſt we ſti l conclude, Rigbteom 


art thou, O Lord, when we plead with thee. 7 


Such Loſſes, and ſuch heavy Diſ appointment 
needs muſt prove effectual Cure s of all our Con. 
fidence in Princes. Never were Hopes more juſt. 
ly raiſed, nor placed more reaſonably, than ours 


have been, upon two noble Objects; and yet fix 


Years have quite deteated them, dried up our 
Springs, and almoſt deſolated a Royal Tribe, one 
of the faireſt and moſt fruitful in the World. 
How ſhort is our Proſpect now! In what a little 


_ Compaſs is our Kingly Family contain'd! Two 
precious Lives make up our whole Treaſure! 


The People of the Eaſt, we find in Scriptures, 
addreſſed to their Princes, with O King, live far 
ever. Tis a vain Compliment to Men of Fleſh 
and Blood, whoſe Breath goeth forth ſo ſudden- 
Iy, who dye like other Men, who return again to 
their Earth, and whoſe Thoughts all periffi in 
Moment; but if *twere ever reaſonable; our 


- Caſe would call for it, and we would uſe it. May 


God inlarge theſe Borders! Build to theſe Princes 


a ſure Houſe! And bind up their Souls in the 


Bundle of Life! A long one here for our Sakes 


and, for their own, an everlaſting one, in Hea- 


D 4 + f mon gown. bY 

II. Let us now withdraw from- this uncomfort- 
able Side. The Lives of Princes, are, * 
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Auguſt the 4th, 17bo. 37 
like Lands of Darkneſs, where, every Step we 
make, is in Diſtruſt and Fear: They give uslittle 
but Alarms, Defeats, and 3 Let 
us ſeek a Country of more Light and Safety, 
where Hope dwells and where we may abide 
with Confidence. Bleſſed is he who hath the God of 
Jacob for his Help, and whoſe Hope is in the Lord his 
God. This is a Life, and Will, and Power, we 
may depend upon; Great is the Lord, and marvel- 
lous, worthy to be praiſed, there is no End of his 
Greatneſs. The Lord. is good to all, and his tender 
Mercies are over all his Works. His Kingdom is an 
everlaſting Kingdom, and his Dominion endureth 
throughout all Ages, Theſe are Foundations ſtrong 
enough for all the Truſt and Confidence a; Heart 
can hold. He is of infinite Goodneſs to intend 
the Happineſs of all his Creatures, of infinite 
Wiſdom to know wherein it lies, and of infinite 
Power to effect his wiſe and good Deſigns towards 
us. Here, therefore, we may place our Truſt, 
without any Fears or Diſappointment: here we 
muſt fix our Hopes, for here we can only find 
our Help. BE A emed yo HEY 

Were there not. ſuch a Power above, to over- 
look and govern Men, and their Affairs, what a 
Place of Miſery and: Confuſion would this World 
be? What with the Certainty of natural Cauſes, 
working many ſad Effects, tho' known before, 
K unavoidable; what with the Multitude of. 
earful Accidents, never to be prevented nor 
foreſeen; what with the Folly, Ignorance, Mi- 
ſtakes, the Malice and Perverſeneſs, and the Rage 
of one another's Pafſions, how wretched a Thing 
would the Life of a Man be! 
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3  4-#E R MON preachd 
The ways of God, I think, are to permit na. 


tural Cauſes to work their natural Effects, accord. 


ing to the Powers he hath endued them with; 


reſerving to himſelf the Power of altering or ſul. 


ding them, as he ſees fit, and when he pleaſes; 
and to ſuffer Men to act as free Agente, having 
given them Reaſon, and reveaPd his Will to 
them, and laid down all ſafficient Motives, to re. 
ſtrain them from what t hey know is Evil, and to 


encourage them to what is truly Good ; reſerving 


to himſelf, however, the Power of changing their 
Inclinations, directing them in their Defious and 
influencing them all, as he ſees fit. By which 
Means, neither the Certainty of Wr k 
tions, nor the Freedom of Man's Will exclude 
his Government of Men and Nature, nor hinder 
us, from addreſſing to him, by Prayer, for what 
we want, and Pratſe for what we have received; 
both which would be in vain, were Nature not to 
be diverted from her Way, nor the Will of Man 
flexible, by ſome ſuperiour over-ruling Power. 
Were Nature's Courſe unalterably fixt, and the 
Will of Men not to be moved, Prayer would be 
infionificant and uſeleſs. Were not Men at Li- 
berty. in general, they could not be accountable 
for what they did, they could have neither Vice 
nor Virtue. Were not the Laws of Nature fixt, 
we could not live in any fort of Certainty, we 
could not undertake any thing, nor could have 


any Hope or Expectation of ſucceeding. But as 


it pleaſes God, to govern by theſe two known 
Rules, and to be fill the Mafter of them both, 
there is all the Room that can be for our Endea- 
vours, Care and Vigilance, our Virtue and out 
Studies, and all the Reaſon and Grounds for our 


applying 
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Auguſt the 4 h. 1700. 0 
pplying to him, our truſting in him, and Depen- 
— _ him. Our Hope and Truſt in God 


mult therefore be directed by theſe ſetled and 


eſtabliſhed Rules of Providence. Theſe are the 
known and ſtanding Laws of his wiſe Govern- 
ment; the reſt is Diſpenſation, Favour, Grace, 


and ſometimes Miracle, Diſpenſation, Grace and 


Favour, we may innocently hope for, Pray for, 
and expect. from his indulgent neſs, where 
no eſtabliſhed Law of Nature is ſubverted; but 
for a Miracle, *tis much more reaſonable to 
wiſh for, than expect, one in our Favour. We 
know that nothing is impoſſible with God, but 
yet our Hope is never equal to his Power ; nor do 
we ever truſt in him tor any thing uncommon, 
without ſome Promiſe in particular. We know 
it is as poſſible for God to reſtore again the Dead 
to Life, as Health to a diſeaſed Man; what is the 
Reaſon, then, that we do not importune him 
with our moſt earneſt and united Prayers, to give 
us back that dear, ineſtimable Life we have fo 
lately parted with, but that we think he fionthes 


his Will and Pleaſure to us, by the known ſtated 
Courſe of Nature, and know we have no Reaſon - 


to look for Miracles? Death would not give us 
ſuch Deſpair immediately, but that we Mea- 
ſure the Power of God, by the common Exerc ſe 
of it. in the World. And fo *tis with putting 
our Truſt in him; we can carry it no further than 
he gives us Leave, by his common. Rules or by 
particular Promiſe, When therefore the P/a 'mift 
would invite us to hope in God, and tur our Truf 
in him, he would not have us raiſe in our {elves 
Expectations of Things ſtrangely unuſual and un- 
Ykely ;.nox to denen that God will do for us 
. 
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40 SER MO NM preath'd 
or bring to paſs, ' whatever de expeck or wiſh for, 
or what we thmk we want! But we may hope, 
and truſt in bim, for every Thing, that'is'in it 
ſelf reaſonable, ang fit for him tõ give, and for u 
to receive-. . . 7 1 8 
Our Paſſions often put us upon asking, what is 
not in itſelf ve ea final to expect; no mat. 
ter, provided it be nothing wicked and forbidden, 
and nothing to the Prejudice and injury of any 
zone elſe.” Our Parents, and our Friends, live 
bere, even beyond the common Term of humane 
Life, and we yet deſire of God, they may con. 
tinue longer with us, and we may hope that he 
will hear our Players: This does not ſeem very 
reaſonable, when we conſider the Life of Man, 
and call to Mind the Tears that are paſt, and ob- 
ſerve how it has always been with other People: 
But yet 'tis very innocent and lawful ſo to do; 
becauſe we know of no ſet Term of Days, be. 
vond which none ſhall paſs ; that is ſtill in the 
Hands of God, and becauſe the protracting of 
that Life, is to «s, we think, of Uſe, and to no 
one's Wrong, 83 
The Child is dying, there, of a malignant Fe- 
ver, a Train, as it were of liquid Fire, is run. 
ning through its Veins, and burning up the Life, 
that has been the Deſire of I know not how ma- 


ny Years paſt, and the Hopes of I know not how 


many more to come; the Parents pray to God, 
in earneſt, you may be ſure, and put their Truſt 
in him, and hope he will extinguiſh this unnatu- 
ral Flame and this they do, when Remedies 
are ineffectual, Phyſicians found of no Value, 
and every hing about them, bids them give it up 
for loſt, The Thing they ask is * 
| Ime 
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Time is not too late, the Work is not impoſſible 


in Nature, and God is the Maſter of all. The 
Event alone could declare, whether it wer: not 
fit: for Geckto give this Life, or for the Parents 
to receiye it. Their Confidence in God was we.l 
lac'd, although their Hopes and Defires were 
diſappointed. If Reaſons were to. be ſought for, 
in ſich Caſes, out of, or beyond what natural 
Cauſes teach us, we may be fure that God denies 
us, with as much Reaſon as he gives us, what we 
aſk. We muſt not therefore think our Hopes 
were wrong plac'd, and our Confidence in God 
ill grounded, and our Prayers in vain, becauſe 
we receive not what we aſk ſo earneſtly : Becauſe 
it is the Power and Goodneſs. of God, wh ch 
juſtifies our Hope and Fruſt in him, and which 
encourages us to pray; and this his Power is not 
diminiſh'd by 22 nor is his 
Goodneſs the leſs, in his not granting what we 
thought (not He) convenient for us. It is im- 
poſſible (as I. have before ſaid) to pray to God 
without believing him lind to intend our Good, 
wiſe to diſcern what is pur Good, and powerful to 
procure it. Fheſe are the very Reafons of Prayer, 
and the Motives of addreſſing te God, for what 
we think we want: And theſe are the Foundati- 
ons of all our Hope and Confidence in him. Ang” 
yet theſe are the very Reafons, why our Prayers 
. not be heard, and our Hopes not anfwer'd; 

an 
tion'd towards us, as when he grants our Re- 
queſts, We ſuppoſe him good, to intend our Hap- 
procks, he may therefore be good in with-holding 
om us, what wwe think is good for us but is 
net. We ſuppoſe him to be alli; an there. 
B 3. fore 
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fore refer it to him to chuſe for us. How do we 
know he does not exerciſe his great Diſcernment, 
in refuſing to us what we think is good for us, 
but what he knows is not? Shall we only think 
he judges right, when he judges as we judge, and 
meaſure out his Wiſdom by our Affections and 
Deſires ? If we believe him wiſe enough to chooſe 
for us, the fame Reaſon: will new kim full as 


wiſe in his refuſing what we aſk of him; yes, 
and full as Kind too, if we would believe hat is 


good for us to have, which he gives, and that not 


_ Call Things conſider'd) which he with. 
holds from us. But the Misfortune is, that we 


meaſure good by our own Affections and Deſires; 
that is good, we think, which we ſeem to want 
and'to 2 our Hearts upon, and nothing elſe can 
ſatisfie. | | Ren benen 
Let your Father be Seventy Tears of Age, and 
our Child Seven, the firſt a wiſe and virtuous 
Mani a Life that is neceſſary to you, and uſeful 
to the Commonwealth, and all that are about 
him ; the other, as the reſt of Chuldren are, 
hopeful enough: If ſome Piſtemper put theſt 
two Lives into equal Danger, you will do what 
ou can for both; and you will pray for them 
Both, and truſt in God for both their Healths 
and Safety: But both of them dye, and Nature 
ſwallows up the Concern for the Parent, in the 
Grief for the Child; and becauſe the Biaſs of 
N RFection is ſtrongeſt on that Side, our Hope and 
Conſide nee ſeem more defeated, and our Prayers 
we think, leſs Heard, in the one Caſe, than the 


other. Tis plain we confider not the Uſefulneſs 


of the aged Eife (the Continuance of which 
was certainly the greater Good) in reſpect of the 
828 EM ; Dx arneſs 
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Dearneſs of that little Ufe: wick pet we could 
not tell What it might prove : Th Things 
ſhew us, a little, that we art governed more by 
our Affections than our Reaſon; and that 'as 
they make us pray more earneſfly,”-atid hope 
more firmly, fo they make our Pitipboinetead 
much more heavy, and occaſion us to think o 
Truſt and Confidence in God were J%#+iv'd, whett 
they were. only not anſwer'd according to qu 
Wiſhes. But wherein, then, ſtands the Blefſed? 
nels of having God for our Help; and' hoping 
in the Lord our God, if he will only help us n 
the Way of Nature, and we may only hope for 
what is reaſonable and fit? Why, this is as much 
as any reaſonable Man can look for, or deſitę, 
The utmoſt that a reaſonable Creature can ho 
for, is to be favoured and fucceeded by God in 
all his reaſonable and honeſt Undertakings, by 
Means that are natural, and common to him with 
all the World. Tis a great Support to the Mind 
of Man, to believe himfelf under the Protection 
of a Power, that is able and ready to ſecure him, 
whilſt he is acting reaſonably and honeſtly ; able 
to continue on the Courſe of Nature, in its elta- 
bliſned Settlement, by which Men live in good 
Hope, and ExpeRation of Succeſs; by which 
they plow and ſow, and hope to reap and gather 
in their Harveſt ; by which they ſtudy, labour, 
venture out to Sea, and hope to gain the Fruits of 
each, in its due Seaſon: Able to prevent a great 
many mifchievous Events; able to remove al! 
Hindrance and Impedim-nt in the Courte of Ne- 
ture; able to influence Peoples Minds, by divert= 
ing them from enterprizing Things that woul-1 do. 
hurt to others; and by throwing, little Occafions. 
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in their Way of doing good; and able, by:z 


- thouſand and ten thouſand little undiſcernible 


ans, to ſecure our Happineſs, and prevent oue 
Miſery; to turn the Accidents that look as if 
they would ſwallow us up in Ruine, into the 
Means of our Security and. Preſervation; to difh- 
pate thoſe Clouds of Misfortunes that are ready 
to burſt upon our Heads and over-whelm us, and 
give us Day again, with Calm, and Safety. ] 
can't tell bew a Man can live in ſuch a World az 
this, with any Joy, that does not verily believe, 
and much depend upon the Providence of God; 
and that, without expecting Miracles or Favours 
ery much out of Courſe, but only looking for 
as are conſiſtent with his known Rules of 
Government. What ſhould we do without this 
everlaſting Source of Comforts, this powerful 
Refuge, uuder all Diſtreſſes? How many fore Ca- 
lamities, publick as well as private, do we fall 
into, out of which no humane Power or Wiſ⸗ 
dom can deliver us, nor ſhew us any Way out 
of ? And how muſt this perplex a Man, unleſs 
there were a Being above, kind and able, to have 
Recourſe to? Hope is the Food and Suftenance 
of the Mind, and Men will live a great while 
upon it, and all the while much —_ though 
in Miſery ; whereas the ſame Afflictions, would 
without that Hope, oppreſs them quite, and 
drive them to Deſpair and Madneſs ; and this 
muſt often be the Caſe, were not the World and 
Men, and their Affairs, all in the Hands of God, 
and in his Governm.nt, who can do every thing, 
Beyond what we are able to aſk or think. And 
who would part with ſuch a ſure Foundation of 
Ecuſt, and. Hope, and Confidence, that is not 
weary 
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weary of his Life? Who would let go this Rock 
of Ages, for any thing elſe he can lay hold on, in 
this World? Oh may we never be forſaken by 
bim! Yea rather, may we never firſt forſake him! 
The Life of Princes is a Mole of Sand; all the 
Stab lity of humane things, is the Stability of 
Wind and Water, changing their Face, ſhifti 
their Places every Moment; Gold alöne abiderf 
for ever, God alone is worthy of our Truſt, and 
never will deceive it. Tis E580 who can ex- 
tricate us out of all our Difficulties, wipe away 
all our Tears and Sorrows from our Hearts, de. 
liver us from our Enemies, protract our Princes 
Lives, ſave us by Few as well as Many, give us 
no more Occaſions of Complaint and Lamenta- 
tion, and turn ven this to our Advartage, gipe 
us the Spirit of Unity and Love of one another, 
of Wiſdom to direct us in our publick Re ſoluti- 
ons, and to improve under all the ſeveral Diſpen- 
ſations of his Providence, Is any Rock, lihe our 
Cod? Who is ſo great a God as our God? Be thou 
exalted Lord in thine own Strength, ſo will we ſmg 
and praiſe thy Power, © . 
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2 Sam. Chap. 2d, Verſe the 7th. 


Therefore now, let your Hands be ſ'renothened, and 
P e valiant : For your Maſter Saul is dead; and 
alle the Houſe of Fudah ave anointed me King 


over them. 


THE Philiftines having defeated Saul's Army, 
and found the Bodies of him, and his three 
Sons among the Slain, ſtripped them, and 
uſed them ignominiouſly, cut off their Heads, e- 
refed Troph'es of their Armour, in their Ido's 
Temple, and faſtned their Bodies to the Walls of 
Berbſbin. The Senſe of this huge Diſhonour, 
touch'd to the quick the brave and faithful Sub- 
jects of Jabeſa-Gilead. And all the valiant ones a- 


| roſes 
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on the Death of K. William. 47 
roſe, aud went all Night, and took the Bodies from 
the Walls, and came to Jabeſh, and burnt them there. 
And they took, their Bones, and buried them under a 
Tree at Jabeſh, and faſted even Days. When Da- 
vid was come up to Hebron, after Saul's Death, 
in order to be crown'd King, as God had pro- 
miſed him, ſome body told him what the Men 
of Jabeſb- Gilead had done, and that it was they 
who had buried Saul: With Purpoſe, 2 of 
exciting him to Jealouſy and ſome Diſpleaſure, a- 

ainſt thoſe, who, at the Peril of their Lives, had 
3 their laſt and greateſt Honours to the Perſon 
and Memory of their dead Prince, and to his Fa- 
mily, who was Fer z greateſt Enemy, 
and who indeed had uſed him very ill: Or (if 
theſe Arts are Strangers at the Courts of new 
Princes) perhaps with good Deſign of letting Da- 


vid ſee, how much it was worth his While to 


court the Service of Men ſo brave and faithful to 


their Lord both living and dead. With what- 


ever Mind this Intimation was given, tis plain, 
that David took it right, and as became a gene- 
rous and a noble Prince. He ſent Meſſengers to 
the Men of Jabeſh-Gilead, and ſaid unto them, Bleſſed | 
be ye of the Lord, that ye have ſhewed this Kindneſs 
unto your Lord, even unto Saul, and have buried 
him: And now the Lord ſp:w Kindneſs and Truth 
unto yous and I alſo will requite you this Kindneſs, 
becauſe ye have done this thing, There is nothing 
envious, nothing ſuſpicious, in a truly great Mind. 
David, who knew the Obligation Sau had laid 
the Men of Jabeſb-Gilead under, could not but 
be pleas'd to find the kind and dutiful Return 
they bad made to him. That Prince had ſaved 
them when they were reduced to the greateſt 
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48 AS ERM ON preach'd 
Straits imaginable by the Ammoniten; when even 
theld voluntary Submiſſion to Servitude, would 
not be accepted, nor made the Foundation of a 


Covenant, unleſs they might thruſt out all the 
right Eyes of the Men of Jabeſb- Gilead, and lay 


it for a Reproach to all Iſracl. In this amaz- 


ing Strait, Saul with an nnexampled Zeal and Ex. 


pedition,comes uponthe Ammoniten deſtroys them 
quite, and ſaves the Men of Jabeſb-Gilead. This 
great good Turn, was never, certainly; forgot. 
ten; but beſt remembred now, in the great Ex- 
tremity to which that Prince wag reduced, and 
in which he was loſt. And this it was, - that 


pleaſed David ſo well, to fee a People ſo pratefyl 


to their Prince who had ſaved them, from Re. 


proach, and Bandages and great Miſery, by\an 
y 4; 


Action that might have been miſconſtrued 
Succeſſor leſs generous than David, and at à 
Time when nothing but true Gratitude, and a 
right Senſe of Honour, could have inſpired them 
with ſuch an Undertaking ; for the King, they 


ſerv'd, was now dead. A Prince that would be 
well ſerv'd, muſt needs like thoſe who ſerv'd 
their Prince well ; and they who love Gratitude 


in others, know how to be grateful themſelves. 


What could the Men of Jabeſh Gilead propoſe, 


but doing as became Men of great Honour, when. 


he, for whom they expos'd themſelves, was paſt 


rewarding and remembring all their Service? But 
they remembred, lov'd, and honoured their De- 


liverer. One may compliment a dead Prince, 


when it will pleaſe the living one, with Intereſt. 

and Defign, and Hopes of finding. his Account in. 

it. But David was to be the Succ flor by God's 

Appointment ; a Man that was maligned and pur: 
ue 
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upon the Death of R. William. 49 
ſued by Saul, to Outrage ; and therefore they 
could look for no Encouragement from thence, 
for all the Kindneſs they ſhould ſhew to Saul, 
according to all Appearance. They could nor 
therefore defign to flatter, by this their noble 
Enterprize. Nothing but Gratitude and Honour 
could excite them to it. And thoſe are Principles 
that will make Men act moſt worthily of them- 
ſelves, and ſay and do what ſhould be ſaid and 
done, in Spite of all Diſcouragements, and all 
the poor Precautions, that Fear and Seifiſhnefs 
ſuggeſt, But the had todo, it ſeems, with a 
Prince of the fineſt Make and Temper poſſible, 
and of a Heart as truly generous, as themſelves 
were brave and grateful to their Maſter. He 
ave their Action its right Turn, and fell to 

tefling it, and praiſing it, and promiſing to re- 

quite it himſelf, when there ſhould be Occaſion. 
Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, that ye have ſhewed this 
Kindneſs to your Lord, even unto Saul, and have bu- 
ried him, i. e. done all that Men could do, to teſ- 
tify the grateful Senſe you had of your Delive- 
rance by Bm ; redeem'd him from the inſulting 
Enemies, and paid him all the Honours that you 
could, and ſaved the Nation from the Reproach 
of having neglected their dead Prince. And now 
the Lord ſhew Kindneſs and Truth unto yo God 
fhall himſelf return theſe Honours on your 
Head, and heap his Bleſſings on a thankful Peo- 
ple: He hates Ingratitude, of all ill Qualities ; 
it is the Parent of Forgetfulneſs, and all Offence 
againſt himſelf; and he exclaims with great 
Earneſtneſs againſt his People, for nothing more, 
than for forgetting God their Saviour, and the con- 
der ful Works that he had 2 for them, Now tis 
the 
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the ſame ignoble, inconſiderate Spirit, that makes 
Men ſo ſoon unmindful of their heavenly and 
their earthly Benefactors; and therefore David 
thinks, that God is pleas'd with People of Gra. 
titude and Honour, and prays him to ſhew Kind- 
neſs and Truth to them. Nor is it below the 
Dignity of inſpired Hiſtory, to record with 
Blame and Blemiſh, the Ingratitude of er. to 
the Houſe of Gideon. It is ſaid in the Book of 
Judges, 8. 34. That the Children of Iſrael remem- 
Fred not the Lord their God, who had delivered them 
our of the Hands of all their Enemies, on every Side; 
neither ſhewed they Kindneſs to the Houſe of Gideon, 
according to all the Goodneſs which he had ſhewed unto 
them. No Wonder if they who can forget God, 
ſhould alſo forget his Inſtruments, by whom he 
works Deliverances; and when they have re- 


ceiv'd the Benefits, ſhould ſlight the Hand that 


reach'd them out. But this a little by the Way. 
David does not only pray to God to ſhew Kind. 
neſs to thoſe gratetul Subjects, but aſſures them 
he himſelf will never forget them. ---- And 1, 
ſays he, will alſo requite you this Kindneſs, 82 
ye have done this thing, I, who am, by God's 
Appointment, to ſucceed your Maſter, - will take 
all Care to encourage and reward ſuch honoura- 
ble Service, and will remember thoſe, who in 
Regard to the Religion of their Country, and 
the Honour of their Prince, have done brave and 
becoming Actions. This Proceeding of David, 
is indeed ſo reaſonable and juſt, ſo wiſe and pru- 
dent, that it would not appear ſo great and gene- 
raus, if we did not more regard the Paſſions and 
Affections of private Men, and the Intrigues of 


Court, and what is ordinarily done, than what 8 
fit 
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to be done. Taking therefore Mankind as we 
find it, David did not only act wiſely, but nobly 
upon this Occaſi on, in commending and encou- 
raging the Men of Jabeſb- Gilead for the Kindnels 
they had ſhewed to Saul, the grateful Senſe they 
had of his delivering them heretofore, their 
fetching off his dead Body from the 1 | 
Victors, and taking away the Reproach of I/rael. 
Who ſhall go out the ſecond Time, and fight the 
Battles of _ State, that ſhews it ſelf unthank- - 
ful to its firſt Deliverer ? It is an unaccountable 
Proceeding, that of the Grecian Cominonwealrhs of 
old, to baniſh and diſgrace their Generals, after 
great and extraordinary Performances, and ſaving - 
of their States from utter Ruin. The Fear os 
their aſpiring afterwards to Government, is not 
a Bafis for that Building. That Maxim in parti- 
cular, That they who are able to ſupport a Naben 
State, are able alſo to confound and overthrow it, is a 
pernicious one, and falſe, and hatch'd in a villai- 
nous and moſt ungrateful Court: For it is not al- 
ways ſo; and where tis true, that Men are able, 
yet there they are not always inclin'd to do it; 
and if it ſometimes happen, that both Will and 
Power agree together, yet it is better venturing 
that ſometimes, than * to diſcourage Gal, 
lantry and Virtue, To be fubje& to the Inſults 
of open Enemies, is worſe than fearing a ſuſpect- 
ed Friend. Is it nothing for a Prince to venture 
all he has, and Life it ſelf, for the Preſervation 
of your Peace and Welfare? And if that Prince 
ſhould have his private Aims, and might be puſh'd 
on, by Ambition, Love of Glory, and Defire of 
Fame, or of enlarging Empire and Dominion; 
putting the worſt (which may be all Surmiſe) 
E 2 yet 
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— ſtill the Evils and the Dangers he delivers 
eople from, and all the Benefits acquir'd by Vic. 
tory, and Succeſs, and conſequential Peace, do 
very well deſerve to be rewarded with Love, 
and Praiſe and Admiration, and whatever elſe is 
ſuitable for them to pay, or him to receive. There 
are ſuch Charms in brave Performances and gal. 
lant Actions, that they do not only tye and bind 
thoſe who are benefitted and advantaged by them, 
but conquer Strangers, and the Unconcern'd, and 
oft extort due Praiſe and Admiration from their 
very Enemies, and make them love the Wiſdom 
and the Valour that ſometimes ſubdues them. Let 
any one in reading Hiſtories, tho' never ſo remote 
in Time, and unconcern'd in Intereſt, ſee and 
obſerve, if his Heart do not unaccountably ſide, 
and go along with brave and noble Leaders ; if 
he does not rejoyce in their Succeſs, and fall a- 
gain with their Misfortunes; if he is not moved 
with generous Indignation, to find a Prince or 
People partially unkind to brave Captains, and moſt 
unthankfully neglecting paſt Deliverances : If he 
does not ſecretly wiſh that State and Common- 
wealth may come again to need, and to implore 
that Help they had ungratefully forgotten, or 
not ſufficiently eſteem'd, and recompenced, 
Which ſhews how natural it is to love and ho- 
nour the Defenders of their Country, Life, and 
Laws, and Liberties, and how uncomely, thank- 
leſs and ungrateſul Uſage to them, ſhews-1n other 
People. But there was nothing of this in David's 
Diſpoſition, or that of the Men of Jabeſb-Gilead: 
"The ove knew how to praiſe and to reward, the 
grateiul and the honourable Acts, which the 0- 
ther knew how to perform. I alſo will requite tht 
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Kindueſs you have ſbecun to Saul, There is ſome- 
thing lo very good in the Character of David, 
with Reſpe& to Saul his Predeceſſot, that it diſ- 
tinguiſhes him very much. What he here ſays to 


the Men of Jabeſh-Gilead, 18 exceedingly handioine 


and becoming him; but the Concern he ſhewed 
at his End, was more diſintereſted yet, and the 
Lamentation that he made over him and Jonat lan, 


is tender above all Expreſſion, and ſhews ho- 


little he maligned that Prince's Honours, when 


he himſelf, in the moſt noble moving Manner + 


oſſible, excites the People to expreſs their juſt 

ſteem and Honour of their dead King, by all 
the Praiſes and the Sorrows they could utter. 
Theſe things indeed are not inthe Words of the 
Text, but they go before, and belong to them; 
and they are the Preface, to that Purpoſe which 
David opens in the Text. Therefore now (lays 
he) let your Hands be ſtrengthened, and be ye valiant, 
for your Maſter Saul is dead; and alſo rhe Houſe of 
Judah have anointed me King over them. From 
whence it appears, that his Deſign was to gain 
the Men of Jabeſb- Gilead to him; Let your Hands 
be ſtrengthened, and be ye valiant ; be not diſmay'd 
at your great Loſs, continue till to love and ſerve 
your Country, and look to find one that will ho- 
nour and reward ſuch dutiful and faithful People, 
Vhillt Saul was living, I asked not your Service; 
but now your Maſter Saul is dead, aud now the 
Houſe of Judah have anointed me King over them. 
Theſe are the Reaſons he uſes to engage them in 
his Intereſts----- Their former King was dead, 
and Judab had choſen him, or rather anointed 
him whom God- had choſen, King. What an 
Encouragement is here,to good and brave People ! 
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54 AS ERM O N preach'd 
The King himſelf coramends and bleſſes them 


for what was paſt, and courts their future Service. 
Happy thoſe Days, when honourable and faithful 
Service perform'd to their Country, and dead 
Prince, recommended Men to the Love and Fa- 
vour of his Succeſſor! When they were not con- 
fidered or neglected for the Party they had cho- 
ſen, but for the Good that they had done, and for 
the Duty they had honeſtly diſcharged! This 
was 2 this was wiſe; but this, becauſe 


unuſual, was accounted brave and noble. No 


Prince but ſtands in Need of good and faithful 
Subjects, and, without them, ſtande but ſingle: 
And noble and virtuous Actions do not only re- 
commend, but make Men neceflary, To fide 
with Party, and to ſerve a Turn, does but in- 
creaſe a Faction; but to conſult and to promote 
the general Intereſt of one's Country, 1s the true 
laſting Merit, and will gain Honour, tho* it may 
not Offices ; but in a virtuous Reign, it will do 
both. When David is the Prince, * baniſhes all 
we ee and poor Suſpicions, looks out 
for Merit, and the Men of Courage, Honour, 
and true Virtue, and cares not tho' he find them 
in the Men of Jabeſp-Gilead, who had adhered 
to Saul, with an unſhaken Firmneſs, tho? Saul and 
David were as oppoſite as could be, in the People's 


Opinion. To them he makes particular, and 


condefcending Application, and bids them be of 
good Courage, and hope to find in him, one that 


could well diſtinguiſh Merit, and reward it. For 


now your Maſter Saul is dead. This was not to re- 
proach their Service, and Adhefien to that Prince, 
nor to inſult them on that Loſs ; but to remind 


they 
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they had payed the greateſt and moſt honourable 
Service, was now dead; if Maſter ſignifies here 
any more than King, it is, to be ſure, to their 


Advantage, that Saul is now called their Maſter, 


to intimate, that their Affection and Behaviour 
to him, was ſuch as was peculiar to that Relation; 
as if their Love and Duty had been ſomewhat 
perſonal, and leſs indefinite than that which Sub- 
jects pay their Princes, which differs much, we 


know, from that which Servants Pay their Ma- 


ſters. It is as if he had ſaid,” you have diſcharg- 
ed the Duty of Subjects, with the Love and Di- 
ligenee of menial Servants, and thoſe of the 
Houſhold; but now your King and Maſter is 
dead; and as he can require, ſo he is capable of 
receiving, no farther Service at your Hands. You 
have redeem'd his Fame, and reſcued his dead 
Body, with the ſame Zeal and Pains with which 
you ſerved him living; preſerve thoſe good and 
faithful Principles, and transfer the Expreſſions 
of them to him, to whom your Allegiance is 
now due, upon your Maſter's Death. For not 
alſo, the Houſe of Judah have anointed me King over 
them. The Tribe of Judah was the only Tribe 
that unanimouſly adhered to the Choice that God 
had made of David, to rule his People 3 no Que- 
ſtion but a great many, of the other Tribes, did 
alſo concur with them, 5. e. particular People a- 
mong them ; but no Tribe in general ſaw fo fully 
into the Purpoſe and Appointment of God to 
make him King. The Fame of God's Deſignati- 
on, and his being anointed King by Samuel, the 
ſtanding Prophet of the Times, and the Perſecu- 
tions he underwent from Saul, upon this Head, 


muſt needs have made it notorious through all 
-that 
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that ſmall Country, that David was to ſucceed 


Saul, when it ſhould pleaſe God to open the Way, 
by Death, to that great Honour. But the Gene- 
rality of the Tribes did not pjaioly underſtand 
this Buſineſs, but ſtill adhered to the Houſe of 


' Saul, and thought of fixing the Crown to his Po- 


fterity ; which is the Reaſon of David's thus ap- 

lying himſelf to the Men of Jabeſb Gilead, and I 
uppoſe to other People in the like Manner. And 
to induce them to aflent, he aflures them that the 
Tribe of Judah, the Chief and Royal Tribe, from 
whence the King Meſiah ſhould proce d, had al. 
ready complied with God's Promiſe, and anoint- 
ed him King over them. Whoſe Example, he 
hopes, the reſt will follow, to prevent thoſe 


_ dreadful Conſequences that always follow Civil 
Wars, and States divided. l BY 
This is the Hiſtory, And the Application of 


theſe Particulars will be very proper in fome Re. 
ſpects; in others not at all. And Firſt, Our Ma- 
fer Saul is dead. How are the Mighty fallen! And 
the Weapons of War periſhed. Friendſhip and Ho- 
nouf, help'd (I fee) to compoſe that fine ex- 
alted Elegy; its noble Strains are-moftl; _ 
to the unexampled Love that knit the Souls ol 
Jonathan and David, in Bonds, that even in Death 
were not to be divided. Whereas our Matter, 
would, in Truth and Juſtice, ſooner oppreſs, than 
fail, the Man that ſhould attempt a Lamentation. 
There is indeed no great Reſemblance betwixt 
theſe two Princes, nor 15 there any need of raiſing 
the Value of the one, at the Expence of the o- 
ther. *Tis enough to the Purpoſe in Hand, to 
remember, that what the King of Iſrael was to 
Jabeſh Gilead, that was the dead Ning to all theſe 
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ly, their great Deliverer and Defender. Muſt not 
the Terms of our Submiſſion and our Life have 
been, to have been Slaves, and to have offered 
up our Reaſon, and Underſtanding, to the great 
Reproach of humane Nature? And how much 
leſs is that, than having aur right Eyes thruſt out 2 
Religion and our Liberty were the Conditions of 
the Covenant that was to be betwixt us; not that 
we offer'd them, but that nothing leſs would 
make our Peace, or ſerve our Adverſaries Turn. 


And I am always glad to think thoſe two Condi. 
tions go together, and that they, who would be 


our. Lords, will not accept of one without the o- 
ther. From theſe hard Terms, the King, did, 
at the Kingdom's Call, deliver us: And it we have 
not equally eſteem'd this Bleſſing, with the Men 


of Jabeſo Gilead, if we have not receiv'd it, with © 


equal Gratitude, we know who 'tis breaks off the 
Parallel, and where the Diſhonour lies: We 
{hall be found unworthy of the like Protection, 
though, if it pleaſe God ſo to puniſh us, we may 
fall again into the like Hazards. Nor is it yet 
too late, to make Enquiries of this Natate. For 
though He is now no more, capable, or ſenſible 
any grateful Honours that may fall upon his Per - 
ſon; yet, for our own Sake, we ſhould glorify 
his noble Acts, and ſhould purſue his Memory, 
with all the Praiſe and Gratitude that it deſervesz 
to ſatisfy the World abroad, how much we va. 


| lue our Religion and our Liberties, and how 


cloſely we will abide by them, by ſhewing how 
we valued, loy'd, and honoured him, living and 
dead, whom we eſteem'd the great Preſerver of 
them both, It ſhouid not, methinks, ** 

that 
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Nations, and in Conſequenee to others alſo, name. 
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58 A4SERMO N preachd 
that all the World beſides, ſhould know how to tit 


prize his Life better, than we who had the Uſe A 
of it, Can all the World befides, admire that fe 


Probity, that Juſtice, and unblemiſh'd Honour, w 
| that adorn'd his Life, and we alone be inſenſible, ab 
: who reap'd the Fruits of them? I challenge all pl 
j our Hiſtories, to produce a Prince, in all reſpects, 4n 
4 his Equal : I call the differing Humours, Inte. 8 
it reſts, and Affections and Religions of the Rulers L 
; of the World to witneſs, whether they ever 4s 
{ found a Man to centre in, like him. With whom M 
5 they could ſo unſuſpiciouſly concert their Mea. el 
Y ſures, ſo ſafely truſt their Intereſts, and on whoſe W 


Honour they depended ſo entirely. Could all this tl 
Confidence be built, but on the Experience of his le 
great Diſcernment, his mighty Knowledge how 


to ballance Powers, and moſt difintereſted Inte- m 
Ity, and Virtue? Where are the Bargains that 0 
e ever ſtruck for his particular Advantage? a) 
| What Selfifhneſs has yet appear'd in all his Con- p 

1 duct, for more than thirty Lears? He might 
| have rais'd his Seat upon his Native Country's P. 
| Liberties 3 his very Enemies would have ſup- tl 
1 ported him, in thoſe Pretences; but he affected C 
. no Honours but what were freely offered him, as 
i there, or elſewhere: And if the Hands that * 
= reach'd them, would have pull'd them back, his 0 
Ambition, that was only uſeful, knew how to (i 
. wear, as well as to deere them. Can thele; ce 
; and other his great Qualities, (a few of which: W 
ſerve to ennoble other Princes) immortalize his tl 
Name abroad, make him the Standard of true 1 
Horour, and all Royal Virtues, and we at home” m 


think meanly of them? No Infamy, I think, n 
could fall upon our Country, equal to this Ingra- 0 


1 titude, 
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? 


ww os 


» wow. wi. v5: &- =. Y O@. 0 Www. dS. 


upon the Death of KR, William. 59 
titude, and Blindneſs ; nor more diſcourage brave 
Attempts, either abroad or at home, in our De- 
fence, than to forget, or ſlight, ſuch Virtue. I 
would not ſeem to prefage things ſo diſhonour- 
able, and unworthy of a fenüble and brave Peo- 


ple; if all Nations did not abound with poor and 
impotent, with dark, malicious, and malignant 


Spirits, that᷑ feed upon Detraction, Calumny, and 
Lyes, and are ſet on Fire of Hell; and our own, 
as much as others, if not diſcountenanced b 
Men of Wiſdom, Virtue, and Authority. I will 
end this Head, when I have wiſh'd, that neither 
we at home, nor our Allies abroad, may ever feel 
_ Loſs fit heavier on us, than it does at pre- 
ent. f 1 
Secondly,. Since our Maſter Saul in dead. -We 
muſt encourage one another as David did the Men 
of Jabeſh Gilead. Let your Hands be ſtrengthened, 
and be ye valiant, Theſe Words do literally ap- 
py themſelves to Soldiers, who are Men of their 
ands, but they are alſo proper enough, to all 
People, and bid them take good Heart, forget 
their Loſſes, and reſume their Wiſdom and their 
Courage, and be as uſeful in their ſeveral Places 
as they can: Do, what they did for Saul, to Da- 
vid; exert their utmoſt Powers, in the Defence 
of their Religion, and their Country; and more 
(if that may be) fince more does now ſeem ne- 
ceſſary. Our Loſs is but too great already, and 
we ourſelves ſhall make it greater much, if, with 
the King, we alſo loſe our Hope and Confidence. 
This Blow will ſtrike us as deep, as even our Ene- 
mies believe and wiſh, even to the Heart, if it do 
not excite us to Steddineſs and Unanimity in all 


our Councels and Proceedings. What a —_ 
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of Fortune would that be ! If this amazing Lof 


- 


would heal our Differences, confound our. Fat: 
ons, and reconcile us to one anether ! I know of 
nothing that could make amends for it, but ſuck 


an flue. And ſuch a Loſs, is; ſure, as ſtrong a 


Neceſſity, to bring ſuch Union on, as any thin 
we can imagine; for how can we unite abroad, 1 
we divide at home? And how can we ſupply that 
Loſs, without a perfect Agreement both with our 
Friends and one another! But whither are we 
driven, to look for ſo fair à Day, from a Cloud 
that darkens al moſt all the Country? Well may 
we wiſh for ſuch a Time, but who can expect his 
Death ſhould produce ſuch good Effects, when all 
the Care and Influence of is Life, could contri- 
bute but juſt enough to keep us quiet? Let us, 
however, make the beſt of it, and believe we 
cannot quarrel now with ſuch 3 Let us 
ſtay' till we have better Leiſuxe to difagree, and 
do one another Miſchief. Let us fr unite a- 

ainſt our Common Enemy, and' when that Matter 
is diſpatch'd, reſume our former Differences, re- 
membring carefully where we left off. Laſth, 
Our Hands muſt needs be trengthened; and we 
muſt be valiant, becauſe we have 40 anointed David 
King over 6. We have a Princeſs on the Throne, 
who both deſerves and wants all the Duty and 


Affection that Subjects can pay to Her, and under 


whom, if we be peaceable, unanimous, and o- 
bedient, we may, by the Bleſſing of God, live 
very. happily. One Female Reign, as it was 
long, ſo was it the moſt glorious. to this Nation, 


that we almoſt ever had. And had it pleaſed 


God to have ſpared another Liſe, there was no- 


thing Great and Good, but what we might mw 
A aye 
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have hoped for from it. Nor is our reſent Oueen 
nearer [lied to Her in Blood, than in ſincere Re- 
ligion, Virtue, Purity of Life, and all good Qua» 
lities, that can adorna private Perſon, or fit Her 
for the Throne. Let us remember She is all that 
God hath ſpared us, of our native Princes, of 
Engliſh Heart, and Proteſtant Religion; and treat 
Her with that tender Duty and Fidelity, that is 
requiſite to make a Soveraign eaſy, and a People 
happy. She will be exercis'd with Cares enow, 
'tis probable, from Difficulties abroad ; and there- 
fore all good Subjects will be careful of diſturb- 
ing and perplexing Her Affairs at home. *Tis a 
wrong Turn that, People give to Exhortations of 
Obedience, Duty, avid Fidelzy to Princes, when 
they conceit they only tend to advance the Glory 
and Advantage of the Governours; it is the Peoples 
Peace, and Happineſs, and Plenty, and Security, 
that is intended moſt by ſuch Diſcourſes; 1 | 


which are beſt provided for, and beſt aflured;*by: 
being quiet, good, and dutiful, obedient; Sub- 
jects. Is it not ſo, in all Relations elſe, as well 
as this“? Are not | thoſe Children happieſt who 
obſerve their Parents beſt, with moſt obſequious 
Love, and dutiful Obedience ? 'Do not thoſs Ser- 
vants live the eaſieſt, who live in conſtant Order, 
and under the Directions of reaſonable and pru- 
dent Maſters ? Is not the Diſcharge of every Du- 
ty-the Way to Praiſe, and Quiet, and Security? 
Is it not therefore every one's Advantage; ts live 
in Order and Subjection? Muſt not theſe Duties 
now and then be preſs'd, becauſe they Havecheen 
ſometimes handled indiſcreetly? To flatter Princes 
with a Power that belongs not to them, is hut 
to enſnare them to their Ruine, in the Experi- 
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ment; and to ſet Subjects looſe from their Obe. 
dience to the Laws, is to deſtroy them by their 
Liberty. There is no ſuch thing as Peace or 
Safety to be had, but in a due Subordination of 
Powers, and paying each the Obedience and Sub- 
miſſion that is lawfully requir'd of them. We 
can no more be happy without Obedience to our 
Governours, than we can live without our daily 
Food. And we have now Occaſion, more than 
ever, to ſhew our. ſelves good SubjeC s. The 
Eyes of all the World will be fixed upon us, to 
_ obſerve how we behave our ſelves on this Occa- 
ſion; our Friends, to ſee if we be worth their 
Friendſhip ; our Enemies, to find our feeble Part, 
and make their Advantage of us. We muſt 
cherefore ſhew them both, that we are much at 
Unity with one another, that we centre all in 
dutiful Obedience to our Queen, and that our 
Parties only now contznd, who ſhall deſerve Her 
favourable Regards the beſt, by their Affection 
and Fidelity to Her Perſon and Government, by 
Virtuę: and true Merit, and ſerving honeſtly their 
Country. Theſe things will give new Life and 
Hopes to. the one, and Rage; and Diſappoint- 
ment, and Deſpair, to the other. They have 
long ſaid, with Elan, in their Hearts, The Days 
of Mouru ing for my Father, are at Hand, and then 
i I flay Jacob. Let us ſhew them, that 
they built more Hopes on that diſaſtrous Day, 
than were. reaſonable 5 that though it were a 
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. much-lamented Day. yet that it robb'd us not of | 
_ all:onr Courage and Reſolution ; that it gave us 
Grie f. more than enough, but did not leave us | 
deſtitute, nor make us careleſs of our Safety : 
And that we will not engreaſe our Loſs, by gi- 
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upon the Death of K, William. 63 
ving them any Advantage, by ſhewing any Weak- 
neſs or Diſtraction. In a Word, we mult each of 
us do, within our private Sphere, all that be- 
comes true Eugliſbmen, that love the Liberties 
and Honour of their Country, and a'l that be- 
comes the Profeſſors of the Reformed Religion, 
in Oppoſition to that great Corruption of Chri- 
ftianity, Popery 3 to the ſecuring our ſelves at 
home, to the animating our F riends abroad, and 
to the defeating the inextinguiſhable Malice of 
our Enemies. And to the doing this, let us, be 
ſure, to call in God into our Party, make Him 
our Friend, our Patron, and Protector; to which 
the Way lies always open, by living in his Fear, 
by walking holily before him, by being honeſt, 
ſober, virtuous Chriſtians. Tis not a Prophet, 
nor a King, but the Lord of Hoſts, that is in- 
deed, the Chariots and the Horſemen of Iſrael. It is 
to Him we muſt betake our ſelves, in whole Fa- 
vour only there is Life, and who will be our 
ſureſt Refuge in the Day of Trouble: *Tis He 
alone, who can ſupply thoſe mighty Loſſes He of 
late hath multiplied upon our Heads. We pla- 
ced, perhaps, too high a Confidence in Arms of 
Fleſh. Never was Life, indeed, fo made to truſt 
in, and deceive a People, as this laſt, of which 
we are bereav'd ! What could we not have look'd 
for, from it? And how much Earneſt did it give 
us, of Security, of Victory and Succeſs, of Peace 
and Happineſs, a d Settlement! And how are 
all theſe Expectations vaniſh'd in a Moment! 
Theſe things muſt teach us to depend on Help, 
that never yet has fail'd thoſe who would aſk 
it, and deſerve it. Let us therefore (to make an 
End) intreat of Him, — is the eternal 3 
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64 44S ER MO N, &%. _ 
of all true Comforts, that we may, with Truth 
and Reaſon, addreſs to him, in the Words of the 
44th Pſalm, Verl. 3. Thou art our King, O God, 
ſend Help unto Jacob ; through thee will we overthrow 
our Enemies, and. in thy Name wall we tread them 
wider, that riſe up againſt us; 1527 will not truſt 
in our Bow, it is not our Swor 
But ir is thou that ſaveſt us from our Enemies; and 
e Confuſion that hate us Me make our 

oaſt of God all Day long, and will praiſe thy Name 


X * 
for ever. 
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SERMON 


Q-N: 4. 44, 
QUEEN $ Acceſſion to the Throne, 


Preach'd at 
St. Auſtins, in 1703. 


2 Chron, Chap, ix. Verſe the Sth. 


Bleſſe d be the Lord thy God, which de lig hted in Thee 
to ſet Thee on his Throne, ro be King or the Lord 


thy God. Becay ſe God loved l, to eftabliſh | 
he re made he Thee King over 


them fl for ever, 


them to do Judgment and Juſtice. 


7 HEN the Queen of Sheba had proved the 
Wiſdom of Solomon, and ſeen the State 

and the Magnificence in which he lived, with the 
fine Order and Oeconomy of all his Houſhold, 
tete was no more Spirit in Gor: ſhe fell, as it were, 


tt an Ecſtacy of Admiration, and blefles God, 


the King, his Servants, and his People, who were 


ſo bappy in each other. Bleſſed be the Lord thy 
Cod, who delighted in Thee, to ſet Ty on his N 


10. 
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65 4A SERMON on tbe 

to be King for the Lord thy Cod: Therrforthe-Peo... 
ple ----Becauſe thy God loved TſFa#t,” to eftabtifirrhem.- 
fir ever, therefore made he thee King over them, to 
d Judgment and Juſtice. 

In which, Words we have to confider, rſh 
THe Goodneſs of God to Solomon, in ſetting him 
ont e Throne of his Father David. Secondly, 
Tie, leſſing God intended for his People, in giv- 
itt em ſo wiſe and worthy a Prince as Solomon. 
T, The End for which God placed him on. 
the J h-one, to do Judgment and Juſtire; which 
was a fo. che Means, by which the People were 
deſig d to be ſo happy under him. 

I. Firſs, Of the Goodneſs of God to Solomon in 


- 
of 


#-t ing hi n upon the Throne; Bleſſed be the Lord 


17y God, who dilighted in thee; to ſet thee on hs. 

Tyr enge t be King forthe-Lord thy. God. Solomon 
was not the eldeſt Son of David, but was pre- 
Ferr'd,. bo the particular Favour and Appoint- 
ment of God, before the reſt, even blocs he. 
was born; and was call'd, by his Command, the- 
Jelhved of the Lord, or one in whom:the Lord de- 
lighted. and choſen to. ſuccced his Father, and 
(be eauſe 1 Man of Peace) to: build e Houſe of 


| Go, I s ſetting therefore on the Throne, (to 


the D:*&neriſon of his elder Brethren) was a 
peculiar Favour of God. But this Throne is alſo 


aid to be King for the Lord hi God. The Jews,. 
to the Days of Samuel, lived under a Theocracy, 
or the immediate Government of God; and the 
Queen micht perhaps think it was ſo ſtill, got. 
withſtandiꝭ g ſhe ſaw they had a King: But it 
was not ſo. for by aſking a King, tho' never ſo 
goad, Goditells Samuel, L. viii. 7, They have not 

rejefted. 


call'd h:s Throne, ii e. God's Throne, and he is 


* 


rjeted thee, but they have ro jebiti me, that ¶ fooutd 
wr reign over them. Yet ſtill becauſe the People 
were God's People, in Covenant with him, and 
ſaroured by him, above all the Nations of the 
Earth, and becauſe he ſtill eſpyuſed their Cauſe, 
and they ſtill obſeryed the Laws and Statures 
which he gave them by Moſes, the Throne is 
call'd his Throne, and he is (aid to be King for 
the Lord his God ; as alſo becauſe he was choſen: 
by God, like ul and David before him, to ſit 
upon the Throne and judge his People. It was: 
yet an Elective Kingdom with Reſpect to God, 
(as all others are) but with Reſpe& to the Peo- 
ple, it was, and was to be hereditary, and the 
eldeſt Son was to ſucceed, as Solomon himſelf de- 
clares, when ke bad his Mother 44 of bim the 
Kingdom for Adonijah, for he was his elder Brother : 
So that the Pavour of God was ftill the more 
ſignal in his Preference. Theſe are then the Rea- 
tons why the Throne of Iſrael is called the Lord's 


Throne, and why Solomon is ſaid to be King for the 


Lord his God. And if ever any one might more 
properly be called God's Vitegerent, than another, 
it was Solomon: He was to reign over God's Peo- 
ple, in God's Stead. Who can doubt, after this, 
but that he was to be the belt King that ever 
reign'd ? That he was to govern himſelf by the 


Rule of God's Word? And his People, according: 


to the Laws that God had given them, in all Par- 
ticulars where thoſe Laws were plain; and im all 
others where they were doubtful, with the great 
eſt Reaſon, and with his Eye perpetually upory 
their trueſt Intereſt and Happineſs? When a Man 
has ſaid, that a King is ods 'icegerent, he has 
Rid, in Effect, what God himſelf ſaid; 2 
Out 
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Mouth of David, in his laſt dying Words, 2 Sam. 
xxiii. 2, 3. The Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and C 
his Word was in my Tongue Ihe God of Iſrael f 
faid----Phe Rock of Iſrael |pake to me---- What was ll © 
it, in the Name of Wonder, after all this Pre. - 
ation ? This. He that ruleth over Men, muſt 7 
FE, ruling in the Fear of God. A Speech moſt / 
worthy of the King, of 4755 Moſt worthy of „ 
the King of Kings, even God himſelf! This it js 
to be God's Vicegerent; to be King for the Lord 
his God. | nd i a ah: 
"Tis a pitiful and ſhameful thing, that Men, 
either in Ignorance, or Flattery, wherever they 
meet with ſuch noble Expreſſions of the Kingly 
Office, as, That his Power is of, Gad, and, {he 
Ordinance of God, and that He is in God's Stead, 
and His Vicegerent, and the -like,---ſhould either 
give it a wrong Turn, by giving the Prince, from 


tice, Violence, Oppreſſion, or any Manner of m 
Miſchief, They are in God's Stead, i. e. to fo 4 ti 


. 


n A. 
— 


thence, a lawleſs. and unbounded Power, becauſe 0 
that God's is ſo; or only enforce from thence, 4 
the Obedience and Subjection of the People, ie 
1 without Reſerve : Never concerning themſelves 55 
j with ſheu ing the indiſpenſable Obligation which, W .. 
"4 all thoſe noble Expreſſions lay upon Princes, to be N 
Fi juſt, and to rule in the Far of God, and, in all pt 
AF | things; to- repreſent that great Original from. tl 
15 whence they derive. They Fave their Power from 41 
| God, no Doubt of it; 'tis therefore only, the F: 
5 Power of doing Good, for God himſelf has no. 0 
q other: Power > They cannot then, exceed their. ty 
1 Principal; he can give them no other. Power than 6 
[i what he -15-myeſted. with himſelf: They can, p 
t there ore have no; Power from him, to da.Injul- u} 
q 
1 
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Cod would have them do; as God himſelf would 
do, were hea King on Earth; and is not that 
the beſt in the World for Mankind? Say but The 
Lord is King and every one will anſwer ----The 
Earth may be glad thereof, 'yea the Mul titude of the. 
Iſles may be glad thereof. For tho” Clouds and Dark- 
eſs are round about him, N and Judg- 
ment are the Habitation of, hs Seat, e cannot 
ways diſcern the Reaſon of his Diſpenſations, nor 
the Rules of his Providence and en of 
the World; but knowing he is God, we know 
aſſuredly that he is always juſt and righteous. And 
a Prince cannot be in God's Stead, unleſs he be al- 


ſo juſt and righteous. He, cannot be 5 Vicege- 


nt, but by repreſenting him in thoſe Perfections 
(according to his confined Abilities and Powers), 
with which he rules the Worle. 

This is the trueſt Uſe, of deriving Power from 
God, and of afſerting Government to be the Or- | 
dinance of God. And this js the Honour, Privi- 
lege, and Advantage of Princes, that they are 
in God's Stead, his Subſtitutes, and Vicegerents, 
to diſtribute Juſtice 'to Mankind, to keep their. 
Nations in Peace and Order, 'to encourage and 


protect the virtuous and good People, to ſecure. 


them from the Malice and Violence of wicked 


and ungovernable ones, and to puniſh ſuch as ſtand 


out againſt theſe Ends of Government, that are 
ſo uſeful and ſo neceſſary to the Being of Socie- 
ty, and the Welfare of Mankind. This is their 
Glory, and their Happineſs, that they are God's. 
peculiar Inſtruments, by whom he ſhowers down 


upon the World all the Ben fits of good Govern-. 
ment, Security from Violence abroad, and Iſſjuſ- 


tice at home, and all "the Advatitages of _—_ 
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and Plenty, and Enjoyment of the Fruits of their 
honeſt Labours, and of the Bleſſing of God up- 
on their Diligenee. They have the mighty 
Tleaſure of having continual Opportunities of 
doing Good, which is a great Bleſſing, and a fig. 

nal Favour of God. And' to make the Diſchar 
of this great Truſt, committed to them by Ga. 
© more certain and aſſured, they are cloathed with 
the greateſt Honours that People can pay them ; 
they live in the greateſt Affluence that Nature 8 
can provide, and Art improve; they have what- 
ver Satisfaction can be had in the World 3 and * 
11 their People ſeem difpos'd to give it them, and * 
{et themſelves to do whatever may be pleaſing in 
their Sight. If there be any Happineſs to be Pad 
in receiving or conferring Honours, in uſing or 
be ſtow ing iches, in making and rewaglng 
Friendſhips ; if any Pleaſure in Meat, or Drink, 
or Ornament; in being ſingular, diſtinguiſh'd, 
and ſupream ; if any thing external can make 
Princes happy, their 11 h Condition and Eſtate 


rocures it them. So that they have 8870 Ren- 
on to eſteem themſelves favoured of God, that, 
are ſo charged with the Bleilings of this World, 
above other People. All theſe Bleſſings are the 
natural Reſults and Conſequences of the Power 
and Supereminence of their Station : But they 
are alſo to be conſidered as ſo many Encourage- 


: 


ments to the diſcharging their great Truſt, and . 
ſo much Recompence for doing it. They are to T 
do the greateſt Good to their People, and their hi 
People are to return them, in Lieu of it, all the th 
Honour, Pleaſure, and Advantage that they poſ- Pe 
ſibly can. There is therefore Reaſon enough, wW 


you fee, for Kings to. give God Thanks for ſet. el 
0 an 
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ting them on the Throne; not only for ſelecting 
them, to be the happy Inſtruments of all the 
Good that he pa, | in the World by Govern- 


ment, but alſo for all the natural Recompences of 


Honour, Pleaſure, Riches and Advantages, that 
attend their Dignity. The Queen of Sheha ſpoke 


with good - Propriety and Reaſon, . when | ſhe 
ſaid - - - bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted 
in th:e, to ſet thee on his Throne, to be King for the 
Lord thy Cod, = e 
II. Let us ſee, in the ſecond Place, to the Bleſ- 
ſing that God intended to his People, by giving 
them ſo wile and worthy a Prince as Solomon then 
was. ; Becauſe thy Cad lovad Iſrael to eftabliſh them 
ſor even, therefore made he thee, King over them. Be- 
cauſe God loved Solomon, he made him King over 
his choſen People ; and becauſe God loved 1 [[rach 
he made Solomon their King: The King muſt 
therefore be happy in his People, and the People 
muſt be happy in their King, or otherwiſe the 
Love of Ged, and the Bleſſing he intended to 
both of: them, will be defeated. We muſt not 
judge of God's Love to either King or People, 
by the Event, but by the Purpoſe and Deſign of 
God in this Relation. They were intended to 
be, and they might be, happy in each other; 
and whenever they are not ſo, there is a Fault 
on one Side. How will Solomon know, that the 
Lord delighted.jn him, when he ſet him on his 
Throne, but by finding it ap eaſy Seat? By ſeeing 
his People pay him that; Honour and Obedience, 
that is proper to make a King happy? And pro- 
per alſo to make themſelves happy? And how 
will 1/-ael know that their God loved them, to 
eſtabliſh them for ever, in making Solomon their 
| King, 


Sl. a 


King, unleſs they find themſelyes happy and eaſy 
under his Government "The, Purpo e indeed of 
God is good, that they ſhould, each of them, be 
happy; but that Purpoſe will never take Effect, 
une each of them believe it is their Duty, to 
contribute in their proper Place, to make the o- 
ther happy, and make it their Buſineſs ſo to do. 
And whether each be happy or no, each will judge 
for themſelves, by what they find and feel. The 
Prince will, certainly, judge whether he is a 
py, in all the Inſtances of Honour and Obedi. 
ence due from the People ; and the People will 
fee] whether they are "AE in all the Effect 
and Fruits of a wiſe and righteous Ad miniſtrati- 
on. Can any thing be plainer than this, that So. 
lomon will judge, whether God be to be bleſſed, 
for making him King over rae! ale that Iſrael 
honour and obey him as they ought to do, and 
he find. himſelf happy in them ? And that 1 
will judge, whether God loved them indeed, in 
making Solomon their King, unleſs they find their 
King purſue their true Intereſt and appar 
*Tis a vain thing to tell 'either Prince or People, 


that they are happy in each other, if they them. 


ſelves do not find that they are truly ſo. And af- 
ter all the fine Diſcourſes that may be made on 
either Side, 'there is nothing certain but. this 
that a Prince can never be happy in his People, 
without their Submiſſion and Obedience to the 


 KNOWNLAVWVS, nor a People happy in 
their Prince, unleſs he govern by thoſe KNOWN 
LAWS. Shew us a Prince in all the World, 
_©that is happy (as a Prince) where the Subjects 
are ſeditiqus, or at Liberty to break or deſpiſe 
the known Laws: Or ſhew us A People happy 
: WY” JEN where 
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where the Prince is arbitrary and bound to no- 
thing, but governs by his Will and Pleaſure. 

do not pretend to determin, that the People 
who are born in thoſe unhappy Places, where the 
Princes are molt arbitrary, are not __— ob- 
lig'd to obey their Princes, with thoſe who are 
born under the gentleſt and moſt moderate Go- 
vernments, to obey their Princes; but am inclin'd 
to think they muſt, till they can innocently, 
mend their hard Condition. But every one can 
ſee they are not happy: They enjoy not the true 
Bleſſing of Government: They are not happy. 
in their Prince, however happy their Prince may 
be in them: They are not the People the Queen 
here ſpeaks of? That is not the Government that 
God intended to be ſuch a Bleſſing ; for that 
was, apparently, to bleſs them both, and bleſs them 
in each other. The King was to bleſs God for 
being King of ſuch. a People; and the People 
were to bleſs God for having ſuch a King: This 
they could neyer do, unteſs they were happy in 
ok other ; the People muſt therefore be happy 
as well as the Prince, if they muſt bleſs God tor 
him. In all good Governments thoſe Matters go 
together: And when a King and People are con. 
fider'd in their publick-Capacities, and with Re- 
lation to one another, tis very hard to think how 
one ſhould be happy, without the other. 

I confeſs that moſt of the Kingdoms of the 
World make a ſad Shift to divide theſe Intereſts: 
And provided the Princes be ha py, all is well, 
and little or no Regard is had to the People. 
'Tis enough for them, it ſeems, if their Princes be 
rich and powerful, able to take their Neighbours 
Towns and Countries ; and able to hinder other 

| < G Princes 
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Princes from taking theirs ; able to do a great de 

of Miſchief to es Princes Subjects, 4 the 2 
pence of the Lives, and Eſtates of their own; and 
able to protect their own People, from the Vio. 
lence of their Neighbours : And----one can go no 
farther . for they will not be able to protect 
them from their own arbitrary Violence, Oppret: 
fions, and Exactions. T's Happineſs enough 
they think, that they defend NON Prey from 
other- Lions, to devour it at their own Leiſure 
themſelves, This is, for cught I ſee, all the 
Happmeſs that moſt other Nations of the World 
enjoy: They are happy in having Princes rich 


and powerſul, full of Honour and Magnificence, 


Empires of large Extent, Caſtles and Forte im- 
pregnable, Armies innumerable, and Garriſom 
in every City. But if this be the Happineſs of a 
People, *tis, ſurely, ſuch as is not tobe envied : 
The happinels of a People, muſt appear in the 
People, and be felt by the People. nd it is not 


from the Splendor and Profuſion of à Court, nor 


Glitterings of the Camp, nor the fine Habits of a 
numerous Guard, nor ſtately Edifices of a few 


great Men, and their luxurious Way of living: 


*Tis not from theſe, that Strangers ought to form 
a Judgment of the Peoples Happineſs (for all 
theſe things may be ſo much at the Peoples Ex- 
ence that they may be in truth the more un- 
PFs for theſe ſo fine Appearances of Happi- 
neſs) 
Liberty: Then it is right, there is the happy 
Country, where both the Prince and People too 
ate happy: Not in the airy and fantaſtick Noti- 
ons of a Prince's Glory and Renown ; but in his 


wiſe and righteous Government; his ſeaſonable 
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but from their Eaſe, their Plenty, and their 
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5 
difpenfing Juſtice and Mercy, his Care, AﬀeQions 
and Encouragement of all his People. Theſe 
are the Ways of eſtabliſhing a People for ever ; 


and theſe are the Ways of eſtabliſhing the Throne 


alſo : And where they are both eſtabliſhed, there 
is the Government that God intends to be a 
Bleſſing to a Nation. So that whether we treat 
of a Prince's being happy in his People, or of a 
People being happy 1n their Prince, the Means 


of making them ſo, is, in the Third Place, the do- 


ing Judgment and Juſt ice; which is alſo the End 
of God's placing Solomon on the Throne. 
III. Bleſſed be the Lord thy God, which delighted 
in thee, to ſer thee on his Throne, to be King for the 
Lord thy God! To what End ?----to do Judgmeut 
and Juſtice, God delights in no Man's Perſon, 
Quality, or Condition ; but He delights in thoſe 
who ſuſtain their Character and Condition pro- 


| 2 i. e. who diſcharge wiſely and well the 


uties of the ſeveral Relations in which they 
ſtand engaged to one another, a good Servant, 
and a good Maſter, a good Father, and a good 
Son, a good Subject, and a good Prince: And 
if he delighted to ſet Slomon on the Throne, it 
was in Order to his fitting there moſt uſefully : 
His Sceptre is a Sceptre of Righteouſneſs, and if 
he put it into any Prince's Hands, it is to be {till a 
Sceptre of Righteouſneſs, and when it ceaſes to 
be ſo, how is it God's Sceptre? And ſo is his 
Throne, Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habi- 
tation of h Seat, He will therefore place no one 
in his Throne, but wom he intends and com- 
mands to do Judgment and "uſtice, Theſe Words- 
are therefore to be added and ſupplied to that 
Part of the Text that refers to King Solomon, as 
G 2 ſurely 
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ſurely in Reaſon, and Senſe, and God's Purpoſe, 


as they are found in that which relates to he Peg. 
3 that God loved Iſrael to eſtabliſb them 
for ever, therefore made he thee King over them, to 
do Judgment and Juſtice. God loved Iſrael and 
would eſtabliſh them for ever; the Means he 
pitch'd upon, were, making Solomon their King. 
How would that do it? By his doing n 
and Juſtice. That was the Way G. took to 
"eſtabliſh his People, by giving them a Prince that 
would do Judgment and Juitice. 

Do what you can with this great Eaſtern Com. 
lement, turn it which Way you will, and nothin 
will be clear but this----T hat Judgment and Juſtice 
are the Things, in which both Prince and People 
are to be happy. The Prince in the great Honour, 
Pleaſure, ard Rewards, that a as well as 
by God's Blefling, accompany the doing ſo much 
good to Mankind: And the People, in the Secu- 
rity and great Advantages hep reap from a Righ- 
teous Adminiſtration of Juſtice. And, indeed, 
whoever ſays that Government is of God, and 
that the Powers are ordain'd of God, muit ſay 
that both the Governors and governed, are in- 
tended to be bleſſed thereby, for God intends 
nothing but Good to Mankind. Natural Reaſon 


ſavs ſo, by the Mouth of this oreat Princels: 


And God himſelf ſays ſo (as we have ſeen) by 
the Mouth of King David. He that ruleth over 
Men, muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. He 
muſt not only ſee Juſtice done betwixt Man and 
Man, and hinder, one Subject from injuring and 
opprefling another (for this the greateſt Tyrants 
in the World do, for their own ſake, and to jr” 
themſelves upon their Thrones) but he is f 0 

obli. 
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obliged to be bimſelf juſt, and not to injure and 


e muſt rule in the Fear of 


o—_ his People ; 


od ; that can never be, unleſs he be himſelf a- 


fraid of doing Injuſtice. That is the Difference 


betwixt an Arbitrary Prince, and one that governs 


by Known Laws : They both. of them intend to 
ſecure their Subjets from the Violence and 
Wrongs of one another; and their publick 


Courts of Juſtice are equally beneficial to their 


People: But the Arbitrary Prince does what he 


leaſes with his Subjects Lives, Eſtates, and Li- 


erties.z whereas the Prince who governs by 


Known Laws, knows he can no- more injure his 
Subject, than he can ſuffer one Subject to injure 


another. He rules in Juſtice and the Fear of 


God,, and is. therefore reſtrain'd himſelf from- 
doing Evil. And-unlcſs te doing Judgment and 


Juſtice, oblige the Prince himſelf, the People 


can, at. beſt, be but half-ſecure, and. half happy; 
| fecure from one another, but not from Him 1 4 


is the ableſt to injure and oppreſs them : which, 


I fay again, does not anſwer the End of God's: 


ap ointing Government : His Ordinance is per- 


ect, and there fore ſecures from all Injuſtice what-- 
ſoever. 
I dd not here meddle with what human Re- 


ſtraints, Princes of different Countries may be 
laid under, from doing Violence, and great In- 


Juſtices, or whio ſkall take Account of that; I 
am only concern d to ſay, that. according to the 
Rules of Reaſon, and God's Word, the Princes. 
of the Earth are as much reſtrain'd themſelves 
from doing Injuſtice, as they are bound to fee it- 
done betwixt Man and Man: And that, without 
it, what David ſaid would ſignifie little, and the 

G73. Queen 
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Queen of Sheba's. Compliment,. be very imper- 
fect; for, the making Solomon King could not be 
a Token of God's loving Iſrael, if the King 
were not obliged to do Judgment and Juſtice to 
them. . 
The new Teſtament ſays the ſame thing with 
the Old: And the xiith Chapter of the Epiſtle 
to the Romans, 1s the Place where Princes are to 
learn the End of their Inſtitution, and the Rea- 


Jon of their Authority, as well as the People to 


learn the Duty of Submiſſion, and the Reaſon 
and Uſe of their Obedience, The Powers that be, 
are ordained of God, then no Body doubts it js 
for good Ends. Rulers are not a Terror to good Works, 


i. e. they are not intended to be fo, by God's 
- Ordinance ; the Virtuous and the Innocent have 


therefore nothing to fear from Rulers. Milt thou 
then,not be afraid of the Power, do that which & Good, 
and thou ſbalt have Praiſe of the ſame, for he 1 the 
Miniſter of God to thee for Good, But if thou doeſt 
that which x Evil, be afraid, for he beareth not the 
Sword in vain, for he ij the Miniſter of God, a Re- 
venger to execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil. 
The ſhort of which is, that the Magiſtrate is 
God's Miniſter to puniſh wicked People, and to 
encourage and protect the Innocent, the Virtuous, 
and Obedient Subject. This is the End of Ge- 
vernment, this is of God, and all of it good ʒ 
and every Body ſces how uſeful an Ordinance it 
is, having no other Aim, no Eye to any thing be- 
fides the Welfare of the Subject; which is alſo 
the very Reaſon of the Submiſſion and Obedience 
of the Subject. Tis altogether for their Pro- 
fit . There can be no ſuch thing as Judgment and 


Juſtice adminiſtred, without the Obedience * 
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the People. If the lawful 8 in the 


Execution of Laws, may be difobey'd, then is 


Government at an End, and all the Uſes of it 


loſt, which unavoidably turns to the Deſtruction 
of the People. For, Governors (as St. Peter ſays) 


are ſent by God, and therefore are to be ſubmitted 


to, becauſe they are ſent by Him, for the Puuiſb- 
ment of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them that 
do cell; and therefore without SubjeQion and 
Obedience, the Wicked would eſcape. Puniſh- 
ment, and the Good would be diſcouraged, which 
would deſtroy the End of Government. 
There is not, indeed, a Word, in all the Scrip- 
tures, relating to Government, but what agrees 
with the Compliment which the Queen of Sheba . 
here makes to Solomon; that the Favour God de- 
ſigns tos Prince, when he ſets him on the Throne, 
is, the giving him the- Abilities and Opportuni- 
ties of 8 the greateſt Good to Mankind, by 
doing Juſtice and Judgment, which naturally re- 
wards him here, with Praiſe and everlaſting Be- 
nedictions, with Honour, and Preeminence, with 
Power, and Wealth, and all the a" Way th this 
World can give, as well as intitles him, through 
God's Goodneſs, to an immortal Crown, and e- 
verlaſting Happineſs hereafter : And that the Fa- 
vour God deſigns to 4 People, by giving them a 
good King, is only ſeen in the Effects of a wiſe 
and righteous Government. This is what the 
Queen of the South came to obſerve, and what ſhe 
thought ſhe ſaw, in Solomon's Government, and 
for which ſhe breaks out into Admiration and 
great Praiſe, and ſays in the Text, Bleſſed be rhe 
Lord thy God, bleſſed by thee for this thy People, 


and bleſſed by this People, for giving thee to be 
their 
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their King. There muſt therefore be Reaſons on 
both Sides, to give to God this Blefling. And 
becauſe this was the greateſt Compliment the 
Qeeen of Sheba could pay to. Solomon, for all 
the Honour, Satisfaction, and Royal Entertain- 
ment, ſhe reeciv'd at his Hands, and after all the 
. Obſervations ſhe had made of his great Wealth, 
and Splendor, the Wiſdom of his Government, 


and the moſt beautiful and orderly Oeconomy of 


his Houſhold.----Becaufe of this, T believ'd it 
would be very proper to the Occaſion of our 
coming here together on tha Day, which is to 
celebrate the Inauguration of the Queen, and to 

ive God: Thanks, for ſetting Her upon the 


hrone of Her Anceſtors. 


. therefore be the Lord Her God, who de. 


lighred in Her, for ſerving him, from her earlieſt 
Infancy, with a moſt reafonable and unaffected 
Piety, and with moſt exemplary Virtue, and ſet 
Her on Hi Throne, to rule for the Lord Her God! 
His Throne more properly, I hope, than any. 
Throne, this Day, im all the World; not only for 
his Chriſt's Religion here profeſs'd, and here eſta- 
bliſhed on the right and ancient Bottom (ancient 
as Chriſtianity it ſelf firſt ſettled:by the Apoſtles) 
but alſo for that happy Temperament of Go- 
vernment, by which & People live as eaſy as 
their Prince ; which does as certainly pleaſe God, 
as he is certainly d ſpleas d, with, Tyranny, 
Vexation, and Oppreſſion of a People: And on 
this Throne may She long rule for the Lord Het 
God, long to promote his Glory, and" the true 
Religion. 

No Prince ſeems more diſpos'4 to remember in 


whole: Stead She reigns, ——— 
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She hath; attending wholly to his Service, and 
the Benefit of thoſe who are committed to Her 
Charge: Affecting no ſuſpicious Power, nor uſing 
her acknowledg'd one, to any Purpoſes but the 
doing Judgment and Juſtice, So that if by our 
Submiſſion and Obedience, which make a Throne 
a ſecure Seat, and by our Zeal and dutiful Affecti- 
on, which make it an eaſy one, we make theſe 
firſt Words fit proper in her Mouth, and give her 
Cauſe to bleß the Lord her God, for placing her on 
ſuch a Throne, to govern ſuch a People; we 
have all the Reaſon in the World to hope, and 
promiſe our ſelves, that what follows will be alſo 
true, and proper for us, who are her People, to 
lay. Becauſe our God loved us, to eftabliſh us far ever, 
therefore made he her our Queen over ns, to do Judg- 
ment and Juſtice, 3 

The Queen of -Sheba meant no Diſreſpect to Da- 
vid and his Reign, when ſhe paid this Compliment 
to Solomon and hie. David was a brave Prince, and 
valiantly fought the Lord's Battles, and gain'd im- 
mortal Honours to himſelf and to the Nation: But 
David died like other Men, and was gathered to 
his Fathers: And God ſtill loved I/rael, and raiſed 
them up another Prince, that ſhould reign in his 
Stead, and do, as he had done, Judgment and 
Juſtice « This was continuing on his Mercy to his 
People. And without the like Goodneſs ſhewed 
to this Nation, this Day would have furniſhed us 
with other Affections than thoſe of Joy and Gra- 
titude; for, on this Day, we loft the King ! whole 
Life, before his Death, made Way to that Acceſ- 
ſion to the Throne, from whence we have already 
reaped many Bleſſings and Advantages, and from 
whence we hope, and promiſe our ſelves, a thou- 
land more. The 
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The Cuſtom of obſerving, with Solemnity, 
the Inauguration of our Princes, is of old, and 
was firſt diſcontinued (as I think) by that wick- 
ed Civil War, that confounded all Obſervances 
of Decency and Order both in Church and State, 
which made it hazardous to give God Thanks 
(ſome Years before he died) for placing King 
Charles the Fir# upon the Throne; by ſetting up a 
Lower Houſe of Tyrants, who did truly opprefs 
the People, and overthrow their juſt Li 
more than any two Kings had done ſince the Con. 
Jueſß; and were never outdone by any but them- 
10 when Part of them became a Court of 
Juſtice, and put their King to Death. The In- 
auguration-Day, was uſually the Day, on which 
the Predeceſſor died; but the Thirtieth of J. 
nuary, having been noted with ſuch an execrable 
Mark, could not have been obſerved with any de- 
cent Joy, by any honeſt Subject. Such different 
Images would have crowded in upon the Mind, as 
"wy, have occaſion'd a Confufion horrible and 
chocquing---- to have given God Thanks for ſet- 
ting , on upon the Throne, the Hour his Fa- 
ther's Blood was ſhed: by Villains ! Therefore his 


Biri h-Day was appoint d for the Feſtival, that 


we might give God Thanks for the reftoring our 
anci-nt Government both in Church and State, 
without the Remembrance of that Day of Scandal. 

The next Reign ſet the Inauguration right; 
but that, I think, was all. It was a Day of great 
Sorrow, and little Comfort: It gave us certain 


Fears, and very uncertain Hopes: We had many 


things to aſk of God upon that Day, but it could 
not be a Day of much Thankſgiving. His pea- 
ceable and quiet Entry, and his 3 
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lutions and Profeſſions at the firſt, ſurprized us in- 
deed, into ſome faint Hopes, and ſhort-liv'd Joys; 
but in a little Time, that Day became more truly 
Feſtival, by being the Birth-Day of our preſent 
Queen, than for the Honour it was marked with 
by his Succeſſion to the Throne. 

The following Reign was honoured by no ſuch 
ſolemn Obſervation; as well becauſe — had 
been no Deceaſe, as for the great Unſettlement 
and Hurry, all Things, and all People were then 
in got that there was not as much Reaſon to in- 
joy hit, and as ready a Diſpoſition to obſerve it, 
as at any other Time. For, that Reign will be 
as memorable, and welcome to Poſterity, as any 
we have had, without ſuch Mark to note it by: 
And heretofore when People aſk'd why ſuch a 
Statue was ar crowned, it was thought a greater 
Honour, than the aſking why ſuch a Statue .. 
Let but a Reign be memorable, for true and ſo- 
lid Benefits defign'd and done to a Nation, and it 


will eat out all the Teeth of Malice, and live in 


Praiſe, in Spite of all the Oppoſition of the 
World. This Day put an End to that great Life, 


which all the World of Friends and Enemies 
knew how to value, except a few-poor Eng'ſo 


row to all true Loversof their Country and Reli- 
gion, had not the Lord delighted in the Queen, 
toſet Her on his Throne ; had he not loved our 


Land, to eſtabliſh us for ever, by ſetting Her o- 


rer us, to do Judgment and Juſtice, Her Quali- 
ties are truly ſuch, and ſuch Her Diſpoſition to 
Piety and Virtue, that we, without a Subtlety, 
Diſtinction, or a ſecret Senſe, can heartily give 
God Thanks for ſetting her upon the 3 
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| We. canvot only pray to him, for ſuch good Gifts 
and Graces as he ſees are nèedful to the Diſcharge 
| of Her great Truſt, but we can. praiſe him, for 
what we lee already in Her, and make this Day, 
a Day of true e The Stare has 
8 taſted largely of Her Bounty already, 
| 7 * 1703. and the Church is & going to ds the like 
| alſo, by a moſt generous Chriſtian Ac 
of Goodneſs. So that a God ſhall give Her 
Reſt, and make Her Reign-a Reign of 
She will, with Solomon, build up the Howe 
the Lord Her God, Which David, tho he ba 
in his Heart, could never do, for the Wars tha 
were every where round about him. So that iff 
we be as well diſpoſed, our ſelves, by peaceable 
and dutiful Opeckence to Her, by Union and A 
greement with each other, as She by doing Judg: 
ment and Juſtice, we may, by the Bleſſing of Go 
become a. very happy az, and have prea 
Cauſe to praiſe Him for, and to rejoyce in each 
the other; and to pray Him, that this Day ma 
often return, with Honour on Her Head: And 
that after a long and happy Reign, in wiſe and 
righteous Adminiſtration, She may receive a glo 
| rious Recompence at the Lord's Hands, and be 
i'r crowd with everlaſting Happineſs in Heaven. 
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